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1 Introduction 
 
Definition of a conservation area 
 
1.1 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 provides 

the legislative basis for the designation of conservation areas. It defines 
conservation areas as “areas of special architectural or historic interest, the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”.  
 

1.2 Salford currently has sixteen designated conservation areas, which vary 
significantly in character and appearance, reflecting the patterns of historic 
development across the authority’s area. 

 
What does conservation area status mean 
 
1.3 As a designated area of special architectural or historic interest, the legislation 

places a duty on local authorities through the exercise of their planning 
functions to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing 
the character and appearance of the conservation area. 
 

1.4 The city council must therefore have regard to the conservation area 
designation when determining planning applications within the area, or those 
which are located outside of the conservation area but have the potential to 
impact on its character or appearance. 

 
1.5 Conservation area status also introduces additional limitations on the type of 

development that can be carried out without the need for planning permission. 
Where certain forms of development benefit from permitted development 
rights and can be carried out without the need for planning permission, there 
are additional restrictions in place within conservation areas which mean that 
such works may require planning permission. Guidance on when planning 
permission is required for works within a conservation area is available via the 
Planning Portal.  
 

1.6 Conservation area status also introduces controls over works to trees, and 
controls over the demolition of buildings within the conservation area. 
Additional information is available on the heritage and conservation pages of 
the city council’s website. 

 
1.7 It is recommended that those intending to undertake works within a 

conservation area seek advice from the city council’s development 
management service to determine whether planning permission is required, 
using the contact details set out below: 

 
Urban Vision  
 
T: 0161 779 6195 
E: planning.contact@salford.gov.uk  

 
  

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/permission/
http://www.salford.gov.uk/planning-building-and-regeneration/conservation-and-listed-buildings/salfords-heritage-assets/conservation-areas/controls-within-conservation-areas/
mailto:planning.contact@salford.gov.uk
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Purpose of a conservation area appraisal 
 
1.8 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires 

that authorities review conservation area designations from time to time. 
 

1.9 Guidance published by Historic England identifies the benefits of undertaking 
a conservation area appraisal, in order to understand and articulate why the 
area is special and what elements within the area contribute to this special 
quality1. It recognises that an adopted conservation area appraisal will be a 
material consideration in planning decisions. 
 

1.10 The purpose of a conservation area appraisal is to define what is important 
about the character and appearance of a conservation area and to identify its 
special characteristics. It provides a basis for making decisions about the 
future management of the conservation area, helping to determine what might 
be appropriate development in and around its boundary. 

 
1.11 This conservation area appraisal will be used as a material consideration in 

decision making on all planning applications that could impact on the 
character or appearance of the Roe Green / Beesley Green conservation 
area. It identifies those elements that make a positive contribution to the 
conservation area, and provides a range of detailed information regarding its 
special interest. Regard will therefore be had to the conservation area 
appraisal as a whole in informing decision making on relevant planning 
applications.  

 
Roe Green / Beesley Green Conservation Area 
 
1.12 The Roe Green / Beesley Green conservation area was designated by 

Lancashire County Council in November 1970. It is the largest of Salford’s 
conservation areas, covering an area of 36 hectares (88.96 acres).  
 

1.13 The conservation area lies within the western part of Salford, approximately 
9km to the west of Manchester City Centre. It lies adjacent to the intersection 
of the M60 and the A580 East Lancashire Road.  
 

1.14 There has been a settlement at Roe Green since the Medieval period, when 
Roe Green comprised a small rural hamlet. There have been a number of 
defined stages in the development of the village. The 18th century was a 
period of expansion for Roe Green, with a series of simple cottages built 
around the village green to house the growing community. The next stage of 
expansion was the Victorian period when the coming of the railway ushered in 
a wave of housebuilding with modest terraced housing constructed. The 
coming of the East Lancashire Road in the 1930s initiated the next wave of 
housebuilding with suburban semi-detached homes built around the periphery 
of the village.  
 

                                            
1 “Conservation area designation, appraisal and management – Historic England Advice Note 1”, 
Historic England (February 2019). 
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1.15 Over the course of the 20th century, the village of Roe Green increasingly 
became subsumed within the wider conurbation of Greater Manchester. 
Despite this, Roe Green / Beesley Green retains its identify as a distinct 
village within the wider conurbation, and the semi-rural character which it 
evokes is an intrinsic part of its special interest. From its origins as a solidly 
working class village, it is now a highly desirable residential area within the 
wider suburban area of Worsley.  
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2 Planning framework 
 
Legislation 
 
2.1 Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 

1990 imposes a duty on local authorities to designate as conservation areas 
those “areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”. The legislation 
also requires that authorities review from time to time the extent of 
conservation areas within their districts. 
 

2.2 Section 71 of the Act requires local planning authorities to formulate and 
publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of conservation 
areas and to submit them for consideration to a public meeting. Following 
designation, the local authority, in exercising its planning powers, must pay 
special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of the conservation area (Section 72 of the Act). 

 
National planning guidance 
 
2.3 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) identifies as one of its core 

principles that the planning system should conserve heritage assets in a 
manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their 
contribution to the quality of life of this and future generations. It identifies that 
local authorities should set out a positive strategy for the conservation and 
enjoyment of the historic environment and that in doing so, they should 
recognise that heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource and conserve 
them in a manner appropriate to their significance. 
 

2.4 Paragraph 186 of the NPPF identifies that when considering the designation 
of conservation areas, local planning authorities should ensure that an area 
justifies such status because of its special architectural or historic interest, 
and that the concept of conservation is not devalued through the designation 
of areas that lack special interest. 
 

2.5 In terms of decision making, the NPPF identifies that local planning authorities 
should identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage asset 
that may be affected by a proposal. Paragraphs 193 and 194  state that when 
considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a 
designated heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s 
conservation, and the more important the asset, the greater the weight should 
be. Paragraph 197 confirms that any effect on the significance of a non-
designated heritage asset should also be taken into account when 
determining an application. 
 

2.6 Paragraph 200 identifies that authorities should look for opportunities for new 
development within conservation areas to enhance or better reveal their 
significance. It makes clear that proposals that preserve those elements of the 
setting that make a positive contribution to or better reveal the significance of 
the asset should be treated favourably.  
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2.7 Paragraph 201 confirms that not all elements of a conservation area will 

necessarily contribute to its significance. It states that loss of a building (or 
other element) which makes a positive contribution to the significance of the 
conservation area should be treated either as substantial harm or less than 
substantial harm, as appropriate, taking into account the relative significance 
of the element affected and its contribution to the significance of the 
conservation area. 
 

2.8 The ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic environment’ section of the 
Planning Practice Guidance provides additional guidance in relation to 
conservation areas.  

 
Salford’s development plan 
 
2.9 The following saved policies of the unitary development plan (UDP) provide 

the basis for decision making in relation to conservation areas and heritage 
assets more generally: 
 

 Policy CH3 – Works within conservation areas identifies that 
development within conservation areas will only be permitted where it 
would preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the 
conservation area. It sets out a series of criteria to which regard will be 
had in determining this, including the extent to which the proposal i) retains 
or improves features that contribute to the character or appearance of the 
conservation area; ii) is of a high standard of design; iii) retains existing 
mature trees; iv) secures environmental improvements and 
enhancements; and v) protects and improves important views within, into 
and out of the conservation area. 

 Policy CH4 – Demolition of buildings within conservation areas sets 
out the specific circumstances which will need to be satisfied in order for 
demolition to be permitted. The policy identifies that if demolition is 
considered to be acceptable, consent will only be given if detailed 
proposals for the reuse of the site have been approved. 

 Policies CH1 – Works to, and demolition of, listed buildings, and CH2 
– development affecting the setting of a listed building apply to works 
that would affect a listed building or its setting. 

 Policy CH8 – Local list of buildings, structures and features of 
architectural, archaeological or historic interest identifies that the 
impact of development on any building, structure or feature that is 
identified on the council’s local list of heritage assets will be a material 
planning consideration.  
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3 Definition of special interest of the Roe Green / 
Beesley Green conservation area 
 

3.1 The Roe Green / Beesley Green conservation area was designated by 
Lancashire County Council in November 1970. The identified rationale for its 
designation as an area of special architectural or historic interest was as 
follows: 
 
“Roe Green was selected for conservation because its arrangement of open 
space and housing gives it the character of a village green, which together 
with the adjoining Beesley Green and undeveloped, and wooded land, 
comprises a well landscaped green area in marked contrast to the 
surrounding heavily developed areas of South East Lancashire.”2 

 
3.2 There is however no record of any formal conservation area appraisal which 

may have informed the area’s designation. This appraisal therefore presents 
the opportunity to reassess the designated area and to evaluate and record its 
special interest.   
 

3.3 The arrangement of houses around a village green is key in defining the 
special interest of the conservation area. There has been a settlement at Roe 
Green since the Medieval period, and the form and layout of the village today 
still largely reflects these historic origins. From the Medieval period, Roe 
Green developed as a small hamlet of cottages and crofts arranged around 
an open area of common land. The construction of the railway through the 
village in the 1860s severed the village green in two, and from this point 
onwards the smaller area of common land to the west of the railway became 
known as Beesley Green. This historic arrangement of dwellings around a 
village green is relatively unique within Greater Manchester. Other such 
examples of this form have largely been lost, and whilst neighbouring Worsley 
Village has the appearance of cottages around a village green, this is a 
designed form dating from the aesthetic remodelling of the village in the early 
20th century. By contrast, Roe Green’s form derives directly from its Medieval 
origins. As cited in Pevsner, “in contrast to the surrounding suburbia it has the 
atmosphere of a village, with low houses around an ample green”3.  
 

3.4 The series of early vernacular cottages surrounding the village green make a 
significant contribution to the special interest of the conservation area. Many 
of these cottages date from the 18th century, and whilst there have typically 
been a range of later alterations, the form of these early cottages with their 
single-pile plan, modest appearance, and casement windows tucked under 
low eaves still evokes the historic character of the area. Roe Green developed 
as a settlement of modest cottages for the labouring classes and the simple 
vernacular form of the early cottages is central to its character.      

                                            
2 “Draft report on proposals for the conservation and improvement of the Roe Green Beesley Green 
Conservation Area”, Lancashire County Council (undated but assumed to be 1971/72). 
3 “The buildings of England – Lancashire: Manchester and the South East”, Hartwell, C., Hyde, M. & 
Pevsner, N. (Yale University Press, 2004). 
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3.5 The open nature of the land surrounding the conservation area is also key to 

its special interest. Whilst Roe Green witnessed significant expansion from 
the late 19th century to the mid 20th century, the open land and woodland 
which lies to the south of the village contributes significantly to the sense of 
Roe Green / Beesley Green as a defined village within the urban area. This 
open land separates Roe Green from Worsley to the south and provides a 
semi-rural setting for Beesley Green and for Roe Green Cricket Ground, 
affording open views south and east towards Worsley Woods. The expanse of 
open land fringed by woodland which characterises the southern half of the 
conservation area is integral in defining the character of Roe Green and 
Beesley Green as a distinct village within the wider conurbation. 
 

3.6 Part of the special interest of the conservation area is the extent to which its 
form and buildings reflect its historic development over time, from the 
Medieval period to the present day. Where some of the city’s conservation 
areas designate areas that were developed at one particular point in time, the 
settlement at Roe Green / Beesley Green has developed over the course of 
many centuries and this contributes positively to its special interest.  
 

3.7 The boundary of the conservation area is shown at Map 1.  
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4 Location and setting 
 

4.1 The Roe Green / Beesley Green conservation area lies within the western 
part of Salford. There has been a settlement at Roe Green since the Medieval 
period, when Roe Green comprised a small rural hamlet. Over the course of 
the 20th century, the village of Roe Green increasingly became subsumed 
within the wider conurbation of Greater Manchester.  
 

4.2 Roe Green lies approximately 9km to the west of Manchester City Centre. 
The village lies adjacent to the intersection of the A580 East Lancashire Road 
and the M60 motorway, and these two key routes serve to define the extent of 
Roe Green to the north and east. The conservation area is bounded to the 
south by Worsley Woods, whilst to the west the conservation area adjoins an 
area of 20th century suburban housing within Worsley. 
 

4.3 The former Manchester to Wigan rail line runs through the conservation area 
where it lies in cutting, separating Roe Green from Beesley Green. The former 
line is now heavily wooded and functions as a recreation route for walking and 
cycling.   
 

4.4 Roe Green is located at the northern edge of the Lancashire Plain, where the 
topography begins to rise towards the West Pennine hills. The area lies at 
approximately 50 metres above ordnance datum (AOD) and the topography is 
one of undulating plateau areas, bisected by wooded valleys containing minor 
stream tributaries. Kempnough Brook runs south through the conservation 
area, beyond which it flows in to Worsley Brook and then on to the 
Manchester Ship Canal.  
 

4.5 Despite now forming part of the western suburbs of Greater Manchester, Roe 
Green retains its identity as a distinct village within the wider conurbation. This 
derives in part from its setting, being largely surrounded by open land. To the 
south, Worsley Woods and the open land which forms Worsley Greenway 
serves to separate Roe Green from Worsley Village and its suburban housing 
areas. To the north and east, the A580 and M60 define the northern and 
eastern extent of the village, beyond which lies designated Green Belt at 
Ellesmere Golf Course, and at Wardley Wood and Hazelhurst respectively.  
 

4.6 Map 2 shows the location of the conservation area in the context of the 
surrounding area.  
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5 Historic development 
 
5.1 This section provides a summary of the historic development of Roe Green 

and Beesley Green. An understanding of the historic development of the 
conservation area is particularly important in the case of Roe Green and 
Beesley Green, given that part of its special interest is the extent to which its 
form and buildings reflect its historic development over the course of many 
centuries. 
 

5.2 The historic mapping reproduced on Maps 3 to 8 may be referred to alongside 
this narrative, as it presents snapshots of the area’s development at defined 
points in time4. In addition, Map 9 – Historic development provides a visual 
representation of the key phases of historic development of the village. Map 
10 is also referred to via footnotes, which allows for the buildings referred to in 
the text to be identified spatially. It should be noted that all historic 
photographs and sketches within this section are reproduced from the public 
archive at Salford Local History Library, unless otherwise stated. 

 
Early origins 
 
5.3 Following the Norman period, it is likely that the area now known as Roe 

Green formed part of the Manor of Worsley, under the control of the de 
Worsley family. The first documentary reference to Roe Green is not until the 
late 16th century when the Manchester Parish Register of 1585 refers to Roe 
Green in the context of a land dispute. Sir Richard Brereton of Worsley Hall 
stated that he had inherited a parcel of manorial waste called Roe Green in 
1580, but the boundaries of his ownership were disputed by Gilbert 
Sherington of neighbouring Wardley Hall. The dispute was finally settled in 
1598, and the hamlet of Roe Green was confirmed within the ownership of Sir 
Richard Brereton. 
 

5.4 A plan of 1590, prepared as part of the land dispute, shows a recognisable 
settlement at Roe Green comprising an area of open land crossed by tracks 
and surrounded by around twenty dwellings. ‘Roogrine’ appears as the largest 
settlement in the surrounding area at this time, with no notable settlement in 
evidence at neighbouring Worsley. By the 16th century Roe Green was well 
established as a settlement of farms and cottages around an area of common 
land, however it is likely that a hamlet had existed in this location since at 
least the 13th century, having developed to house agricultural labourers 
working the manorial land of the Manors of Worsley and Walkden. 

 

                                            
4 Map 3 – 1764 map, Map 4 – 1848 map, Map 5 – 1894 map, Map 6 – 1909 map, Map 7 – 1937 map, 
and Map 8 – 1970 map.  
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1590 map, reproduced from “Worsley in the eighteenth century – a study of a 
Lancashire Landscape”, Helen Wickham (1984) (Neil Richardson)    
 
5.5 It is likely that the occupants of Roe Green in the 16th century were crofters 

and farming hands. There existed a pound or pinfold located on what is now 
Beesley Green, where stray animals found grazing on the common land 
would be kept, until their owners claimed them from the pound keeper upon 
payment of a fee. 
 

5.6 Kempnough Hall5 is the oldest surviving building within the conservation area. 
‘The Haule of Kempnough’ appears on the 1590 map, and whilst the present 
building largely dates from the late 16th or early 17th century, the Kempnough 
estate can be traced back to the 13th century and it is likely that a hall 
occupied the site from that date. Kempnough was the estate of a minor South 
Lancashire gentry family which passed from the de Worsley family to the Parr 
family in the 15th century upon marriage. Then in 1578 it passed to the Starkie 
family upon marriage, who continued to own the Kempnough estate until its 
sale to the Bridgewater Trust towards the end of the 19th century.  

 

                                            
5 Building 2 shown on Map 10. 
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Sketch of Kempnough Hall (dated 1915)  

 
The 18th century and the coming of the Industrial Age 
 
5.7 At the start of the 18th century, the community of Roe Green would have 

comprised of a small number of farms together with cottages housing the 
labouring classes, who were employed in agriculture and hand loom weaving. 
By this point, the Starkie family were no longer residing at Kempnough Hall, 
which was tenanted to a range of occupants of considerably lower social 
standing. For a period of time the Hall appears to have been a lodging inn and 
public house, and at some point in the 19th century the Hall was subdivided to 
form three properties, as it remains to the present day as a Grade II listed 
building. 
 

5.8 In 1727 the First Duke of Bridgewater gave land at Roe Green on which to 
build a school for the education of the poor. The school and adjoining 
schoolhouse were built in the 1730s at the western extent of Roe Green. By 
1752 a three storey district poor house had been erected adjoining the school, 
and this collection of buildings remains today as cottages at 253, 253A and 
254 Beesley Green6. 

 

                                            
6 Building 13 shown on Map 10. 
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Sketch of the school, schoolhouse and district poor house viewed from the east 

 
5.9 The Manor of Worsley was mapped in 1764 in order to record the land 

ownership of the Third Duke of Bridgewater. On this map, the settlement of 
Roe Green is again clearly recognisable, largely reflecting the present 
arrangement of open land crossed by tracks and ringed by dwellings. 
Although the tracks are not named, the settlement is clearly defined at the 
intersection of four lanes which exist to the present day; Lumber Lane, Old 
Clough Lane, Wardley Hall Lane, and Greenleach Lane. Map 3 reproduces 
the 1764 map of the Duke of Bridgewater’s Estate.  
 

5.10 The enterprises of the Third Duke of Bridgewater ushered in an era of change 
for Roe Green in the latter half of the 18th century. In this period, Worsley was 
at the centre of pioneering work by Francis Egerton, the Third Duke of 
Bridgewater and his associates. A series of industrial enterprises rapidly 
developed at Worsley, centred around The Delph where a network of over 40 
miles of underground canals allowed the transport of coal from the Duke’s 
mines. He saw an opportunity to better exploit his coal reserves through the 
construction of a canal to transport coal from the mines at Worsley to the 
heart of the developing industrial areas of Manchester and Salford. Opened 
on 17th July 1761, the Bridgewater Canal was the first canal in Britain to be 
built without following an existing watercourse. During the second half of the 
18th century, Worsley experienced significant expansion associated with the 
industrial enterprises of ‘the Canal Duke’, and the proximity of this burgeoning 
industrial hub also shaped the development of neighbouring Roe Green.     

 
5.11 Between 1770 and 1790 there were a host of cottages built across the 

Worsley and Roe Green area by the Duke of Bridgewater in order to house 
the workers associated with his various enterprises. Around 20 cottages were 
built around Roe Green as part of this, most of which remain today. 
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5.12 The late 18th century also saw the construction of Brook House7, which was 
an imposing brick built residence erected within its own grounds to the north 
east of the Green. Sources suggest that the Duke of Bridgewater may have 
given the land to a principal contractor working on the new canal as payment 
for work undertaken. At this point, Brook House would have been the most 
eminent residence of Roe Green – the ‘big house’, given that Kempnough Hall 
was no longer occupied by the Starkie family, and the hamlet’s other 
dwellings comprised of modest cottages and smallholdings.  

 

 
Brook House prior to its subsequent demolition (photograph dated 1966) 

 
Independent Methodism 
 
5.13 Independent Methodism played an important role in the history of Roe Green, 

and its associations with the village date from the early years of the 19th 
century. Independent Methodism was formed around the same time as the 
foundation of mainstream Methodism by a group of dissident members of the 
Church of England in Oldham together with a number of Quaker-Methodists 
from Warrington.  
 

5.14 In 1808 Humphrey Harper, a member of the Manchester Independent 
Methodist Church, travelled to Roe Green to deliver a sermon. Due to the 
gathering of people, he stood upon a large stone in order to address the 
crowd, and preached the first Gospel Sermon on Roe Green. The preaching 
stone continued to be used for subsequent open air sermons, and today 
occupies a prominent position in front of the Independent Methodist Chapel 
where a commemorative plaque marks its significance8. 
 

                                            
7 Demolished in the 1970s, Brook House stood on the site of what now forms Roe Green Avenue 
(Point 23 shown on Map 10). 
8 Building 27 shown on Map 10. 



 

16 
 

5.15 As the congregation grew, a number of local families offered their homes as a 
place for sermons to be held during inclement weather. One of these was the 
Clarke family who resided at Lumber Lane in what now forms the pair of 
adjoining dwellings of Littlewood and Sisley9. The property was constructed 
around 1740, and the Clarke family resided here from the late 18th century. 
Samuel Clarke was a handloom weaver, and his son Richard and daughter-
in-law Mary are generally accredited with the firm establishment of 
Independent Methodism in Roe Green.   
 

5.16 The Clarkes became a prominent family in Roe Green, whose social standing 
grew alongside their increasing financial status. Upon his father’s death, 
Richard Clarke transformed the handloom weaving business, through 
becoming a ‘putter out’ who supplied yarn to home weavers and then 
purchased the cloth from them to sell to the market. Capitalising on industrial 
progress, Richard Clarke then built Sindsley Mill for the steam powered 
manufacture of cloth. Sindsley Mill was located to the east of Roe Green 
around Hazelhurst, on the site now occupied by Lambton Road and Douglas 
Road. The family residence at Lumber Lane was substantially extended in the 
1820s as a result of Richard’s Clarke growing prosperity, to form a large 
dwellinghouse together with coachhouse and outbuildings. As part of this 
extension, a large preaching room was established on the first floor of the 
dwelling which became the meeting place for the growing Independent 
Methodist congregation of Roe Green. The property is also associated with 
the early childhood of the eminent suffragist and proponent of women’s rights, 
Elizabeth Wolstenholme Elmy. Richard Clarke became guardian to his 
orphaned granddaughter Elizabeth in 1844, and much of her early life was 
spent in Roe Green. Following the death of Richard and his wife in the mid 
19th century, the property was subdivided to accommodate separate 
households for two of their sons, and it is in this form which the Grade  II listed 
building remains today as two adjoining dwellings, Littlewood and Sisley.      

 

 
Littlewood and Sisley (photograph dated 1950s) 

                                            
9 Building 1 shown on Map 10. 
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5.17 The growing size of the congregation and the uncertainty regarding the future 

of their meeting place prompted by the death of Richard and Mary Clarke led 
the Roe Green Independent Methodists to develop a plan for the erection of a 
dedicated chapel. A plot of land was granted to the church, and the first 
Independent Methodist Chapel at Roe Green was built in 1855 on the site 
which the present chapel now occupies10. 

 

 
The first Independent Methodist Chapel at Roe Green, completed in 1855 

 
The Bridgewater Trust 
 
5.18 The Bridgewater Trust was established in 1803 upon the death of the Third 

Duke of Bridgewater, in order to manage the estate on behalf of his 
beneficiaries. The Bridgewater Trust continued to manage the estate until it 
was dissolved in 1903. During the course of the 19th century the Bridgewater 
Trust continued to acquire land across the area, including the purchase of the 
Kempnough Hall estate from the Starkie family towards the end of the 19th 
century. 
 

5.19 The 1848 Ordnance Survey map (of which Map 4 presents an extract) 
demonstrates that by this date there had been limited further development in 
Roe Green since the erection of workers cottages under the Third Duke of 
Bridgewater in the late 18th century. Bert Tyldesley’s history of Roe Green, 
‘The Duke’s Other Village’, suggests that the reason for this was a deliberate 
policy of the Bridgewater Trust to prevent further expansion of the village. 
However, it is not clear why restricting further development would be in the 
interests of the Trust. It is perhaps more likely that this period of limited growth 
in the size of the village resulted from new households choosing to move 
outside of Roe Green to pursue work in the mills and collieries.  

 

                                            
10 Building 27 shown on Map 10. 
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5.20 The 1848 map shows further industrial development around the area. To the 
south east of Roe Green around the area now occupied by Manthorpe 
Avenue and the M60 the mapping shows a coal pit, reservoir and mill 
identified as Saunderson Coal Pit, Dam and Mill. A colliery railway is shown 
running south from Saunderson Coal Pit to Worsley Boatyard, allowing for the 
onward transport of coal via the Bridgewater Canal. The landscape 
surrounding Roe Green comprises of enclosed agricultural fields, dotted with 
collieries and pits. By this period, Roe Green had been overtaken in size by its 
surrounding settlements, with Worsley Village having experienced significant 
growth since the mid 18th century associated with the development of the 
Bridgewater Canal and the industrial enterprises centred around Worsley 
Delph. 
 

5.21 By the middle of the 19th century, Roe Green comprised around 80 dwellings 
housing approximately 500 people. The population of Roe Green at this time 
was solidly working class, comprising predominantly of colliers and power 
loom operatives, with the remainder being employed in industries associated 
with the Bridgewater Trust enterprises, including joiners, stonemasons, 
blacksmiths, cokeburners and wheelwrights. Whilst the population of Roe 
Green had not increased significantly since the middle of the 18th century its 
employment base had been transformed by the industrial revolution and the 
wave of industrial enterprise that swept through the area over this period, 
ushering in much wider social changes. 
 

5.22 It is around this time that much of what now forms Worsley Woods is likely to 
have been planted as woodland. The 1848 map identifies just a narrow line of 
trees along the course of Kempnough Brook, with much of the land which now 
forms Worsley Woods being agricultural fields. Around 1850 the 1st Earl of 
Ellesmere, residing at Worsley New Hall, had a hunting and fishing lodge built 
overlooking Old Warke Dam, known as The Aviary. It is likely that the much of 
the woodland was planted around this time as naturalistic landscaping across 
his estate to provide opportunities for hunting and shooting as a private 
leisure pursuit. A number of estate keeper’s lodges were also constructed 
around this time to manage the estate and its woodland, including the 
property now known as Kempnough Lodge at 249 Kempnough Hall Road11. 

 
The coming of the railway 
 
5.23 The first sod of the Manchester to Wigan railway was cut in 1861 by the 

London and North Western Railway. The railway had been strongly opposed 
by the Bridgewater Trust, whose trustees recognised that it would undermine 
the commercial operation of the Bridgewater Canal. The line joined the 
Liverpool to Manchester railway of 1831 at Eccles, from where the new line 
extended north-westwards calling at stations at Monton Green and Worsley. 
The line cut through Roe Green and then divided, with one branch continuing 
northward to Bolton, and the Manchester to Wigan line continuing westward to 
stations at Ellenbrook and Tyldesley. As it passed through Worsley and Roe 

                                            
11 Building 11 shown on Map 10. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monton_Green_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worsley_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellenbrook_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyldesley_railway_station
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Green the railway was constructed in cutting, such that it lay below the level of 
the surrounding land.  
 

5.24 The coming of the railway had a very significant impact on Roe Green, the 
most obvious of which was the physical subdivision of the village. The railway 
effectively cut through the middle of Roe Green. The majority of the village 
and its Green now lay to the east of the line, with a smaller area of common 
land and a cluster of dwellings around Kempnough Hall and Lumber Lane 
lying to the west of the line. A road bridge was constructed over the line at 
Lumber Lane, to connect the two parts of the village.  

 

 
Roe Green Junction, where the Manchester to Wigan line and the Bolton line 
meet, and showing the Lumber Lane road bridge crossing the railway 

 
5.25 Following this forced subdivision, the common land to the west of the railway 

line subsequently became known as Beesley Green. There had been a 
dwelling on this site belonging to the Beesley family from the 16th century, with 
a dwelling belonging to a ‘Thomas Besley’ identified on the 1590 map. The 
Grade II listed Beesley Hall12 which occupies the site today was built around 
1850 as three adjoining cottages. The Beesley name had however 
persevered through the centuries. It was therefore the coming of the railway 
which established Roe Green and Beesley Green as distinct entities. 

 

                                            
12 Building 3 shown on Map 10. 
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Beesley Hall, front elevation (photograph dated 
1900s) 

Beesley Hall, rear elevation 
(photograph dated 1900s) 

 
5.26 The impact of the railway extended far beyond the physical subdivision of the 

village. Upon the line’s opening in 1864, the new station at Worsley meant 
that Roe Green became within walking distance of the developing rail network 
and its connections to Manchester, Salford, Wigan, Bolton and beyond. Bert 
Tyldesley suggests in ‘The Duke’s Other Village’ that following the 
development of the railway the Bridgewater Trust relaxed their veto on further 
housebuilding and plots of land alongside the rail line were sold for 
development. The last decades of the 19th century saw the development of 
terraces of houses around Roe Green. Terraces were constructed to the 
south of the Green along the line of the railway, and to infill plots to the north 
of the Green. The terraces were typical of the era and built to a standard 
layout, comprising modest two storey dwellings with a rear outrigger and small 
back yards. The 1894 map demonstrates that around eighty of these terraced 
houses had been erected by this date, effectively doubling the number of 
dwellings within the village. By the turn of the century the population of the 
village had swelled to over one thousand. To meet the needs of the 
burgeoning population, a new Independent Methodist Chapel13 was built in 
1884 to replace the earlier chapel, and a new school extension14 was built at 
Beesley Green in 1892. 

 

                                            
13 Building 27 shown on Map 10. 
14 Building 12 shown on Map 10. 
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The new Roe Green Independent Methodist Chapel, built in 1884 on the site of the 
earlier chapel (photograph dated 1930s) 

 
 

  
The old school, prior to construction 
of the new school buildings 
(photograph dated 1890s) 

The school was extended in 1892 to meet 
the needs of the growing population 
(photograph dated 1930s), and now forms 
part of Beesley Green Community Centre 

 
5.27 The new era of housebuilding introduced many new families to the village, 

and the employment base of the area also shifted reflecting wider trends in 
society. The number of men employed in mining within the local area had 
started to decline due to increased mechanisation and the exhaustion of the 
local pits. Although the village was still very much dominated by the labouring 
classes with tradesmen like joiners, bricklayers, plumbers and mechanics, an 
increasing number of residents were now employed in clerical work. 
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The late Victorian terraces - view north along Greenleach Lane, showing Fairyfall 
Cottages (179 – 197 Greenleach Lane) 

 
5.28 Across the wider area, many of the smaller pits had closed and Saunderson’s 

Mill and its associated reservoir had been demolished and infilled. By the end 
of the 19th century there was a creeping suburbanisation from the south and 
east, where new estates were being developed at Broadoak Park and Egerton 
Park. Land that had been predominantly agricultural in the mid 19th century 
was now being developed for the mansions and villas of the new middle 
classes who were increasingly choosing to settle away from the overcrowding 
and pollution of their workplaces in industrial Manchester and Salford. The 
railway both facilitated and hastened this process, with the estates of villas 
developing around the new railway stations. 

 
The start of the twentieth century and a cricketing heritage  
 
5.29 The first decades of the twentieth century saw these established trends 

continue. There was further development of terraced housing on those 
remaining plots fronting on to Roe Green, and the development of villas for 
the middle classes continued beyond the village to the east at Broadoak Park 
and Egerton Park, where the villas extended towards Roe Green along 
Greenleach Lane. By this stage, the majority of the buildings which now lie 
within the extent of the conservation area were present, with only limited 
changes having occurred since this point where individual plots have been 
redeveloped and plots subdivided to form additional dwellings. 
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5.30 Around the turn of the century, Roe Green Cricket Ground was formally laid 
out in its current location15. There had been a strong history of cricket within 
Roe Green from the latter half of the 19th century. The village green had long 
been used for sporting activities, and Roe Green Cricket Club was founded 
around 1880 and a cricket ground laid out to the north of Roe Green. 
Following destruction of the pavilion in a storm, the cricket ground was 
relocated to its present site at Beesley Green.  
 

5.31 Roe Green’s place in cricketing history was secured by the Tyldesley 
brothers, in the early years of the twentieth century. For thirty two of the thirty 
six years up to 1934 one or both of the Tyldesley brothers, JT and Ernest, 
appeared in the top twenty of the first-class averages. In his career, Ernest 
scored over 40,000 runs at an average of over 45 runs per innings and scored 
over 100 centuries. The brothers were born and brought up in Roe Green, 
and their family history was long established within the village. JT invested his 
cricketing income in the erection of ten houses at Hardy Grove and Lumber 
Lane, to the west of Roe Green. The largest of the houses, 71 Lumber Lane, 
was occupied by the Tyldesley family and the house was named Aigburth in 
commemoration of Ernest’s County debut at the Liverpool ground in 1909. 
The house remains as Aigburth to this day, and several commemorative 
plaques exist around the village recording the history of the Tyldesley family, 
their places of residence, and their connections with the Independent 
Methodist Chapel. 

 

 
View westwards along Lumber Lane showing ‘Aigburth’ 

 
5.32 The pavilion at Roe Green Cricket Club16 dates from the 1920s and is 

identified on the local list of heritage assets for its significance as a typical 
Lancashire County League cricket club building of rural character. 

 
 

                                            
15 Point 7 shown on Map 10. 
16 Building 7 shown on Map 10. 
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The coming of the East Lancashire Road 
 
5.33 By the end of the 1920s there had been relatively limited further development 

within Roe Green, with the exception of the development of twenty houses at 
Mulgrave Road as part of the Homes for Heroes programme after the First 
World War. The creeping suburbanisation across the wider area had shifted 
into a higher gear with estates of modest semi-detached housing constructed 
in the interwar period around Hazelhurst and Broadoak Park to the south east, 
and at Lumber Lane and Greenleach Lane to the west. 
 

5.34 The development of the East Lancashire Road in the 1930s would accelerate 
these trends and see the character of Roe Green transformed from a semi-
rural village surrounded by fields, to a village increasingly subsumed within 
the wider conurbation.  

 

 
Early cottages at Daub Hole, just outside the conservation area boundary around 
Old Clough Lane, which were demolished in the 1930s to make way for the East 
Lancashire Road 

 
5.35 The East Lancashire Road was opened in 1934 as the first intercity highway 

in the country, to provide better access between the Port of Liverpool and the 
industrial areas of East Lancashire and Manchester. The new highway was a 
showpiece of its time, with segregation of traffic and providing a fast road link 
between the two major cities of Lancashire. The road lies just to the north of 
Roe Green and its construction fundamentally altered the character of the 
village by dividing it from the open agricultural land which lay to the north. The 
construction of the road effectively resulted in the containment of Roe Green 
within a triangle of infrastructure, with the new road to the north, the 
Manchester to Wigan rail line to the south, and the colliery railway to the east.   
 

5.36 The new road also hastened the successive waves of housebuilding across 
the wider area and the march of suburbanisation. The 1930s saw the 
continued development of suburban housing to the west of Kempnough Hall 
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at Greenleach Lane, Kempnough Hall Road and the northern part of 
Crossfield Drive. Semi-detached housing was also built in this interwar period 
at Old Clough Lane which had been newly realigned to connect with the East 
Lancashire Road, and at Mulgrave Road and Glen Avenue to the east of the 
Green. The bowling green at Beesley Green was also laid out at this time. 

 
Suburbanisation and the new motorway 
 
5.37 Housebuilding resumed after the Second World War and saw the completion 

of the suburban housing estates that were under construction when war broke 
out. Housing was built to the north of Roe Green at Blandford Avenue and 
Crawford Avenue. The 1950s saw further small scale development around 
Roe Green, with new housing built at the rear of the Victorian terraces on 
Greenleach Lane. The historic Toad Lane (itself a corruption of ‘t’owd lane’, or 
‘the old lane’) and its thatched cottages were demolished at this time, 
replaced by new development at Parrfield Road and Summerfield Road. Toad 
Lane allotments to the south of Roe Green were laid out at this time, and a 
plant nursery occupied the land where Manthorpe Avenue now stands.  

 

 
May Day celebrations on Beesley Green (photograph dated 1954) 

 
5.38 In 1950 the local community raised in excess of £3,000 in order to purchase 

Worsley Woods from Bridgewater Estates, to secure the protection of the 
woodland and access for the public in perpetuity. The Woods were officially 
opened to the public in 1951 and subsequently transferred in Trust to Worsley 
Urban District Council and Swinton and Pendlebury Urban District Council. 
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Dedication ceremony to officially open Worsley Woods to the public (photograph 
dated 1951) (image courtesy of Mr P Burgess) 

 
5.39 In 1960 the first stretch of motorway in Greater Manchester opened. The 

Stretford - Eccles Bypass comprised what now forms J7 to J13 of the M60. 
The following years saw the rapid expansion of the motorway network, with 
the westward expansion of the M62 towards Liverpool, and the proposed 
expansion eastwards towards Rochdale, Leeds and ultimately Hull. This 
eastwards expansion was implemented during the late 1960s, running to the 
south of Roe Green and resulting in the removal of part of Worsley Woods.  
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Removal of woodland around Greenleach Lane in the late 1960s for the new 
motorway (showing the former estate keeper’s lodge which was also demolished)  

 
5.40 Greenleach Lane was realigned to run beneath the new motorway in a tunnel, 

and a number of dwellings at Greenleach Lane and Hawthorne Drive were 
demolished to accommodate the route of the motorway. This included the 
demolition of one of the estate keeper’s lodges which was built by the 
Bridgewater Trust in the mid 19th century. Alongside the construction of the 
motorway, which terminated the historic lane that had connected the village to 
Wardley Hall, there was a further housing estate developed at Wardley Hall 
Lane to the north of the village.    
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Aerial photograph of Roe Green showing the construction of the new motorway, 
and construction of the Wardley Hall Lane estate (photograph dated 1969) 

 
5.41 In 1968, the school at Beesley Green closed. The complex of buildings was 

taken over by Worsley Urban District Council in 1970 for use as a community 
centre, which continues as Beesley Green Community Centre today17. The 
Manchester to Wigan rail line running through Roe Green closed in 1969 as 
part of the Beeching cuts, and was subsequently converted into a linear 
recreation route. 
 

5.42 The Roe Green / Beesley Green Conservation Area was formally designated 
by Lancashire County Council in 1970, recognising its heritage value. With its 
excellent connections to the strategic highway network and its picturesque 
cottages set around the village green, Roe Green was increasingly becoming 
a highly desirable residential area. The social composition of the village had 
fundamentally shifted from the solidly working class community of the early 
twentieth century.  

 
To the present day 
 
5.43 Upon local government reorganisation in 1974 and the creation of the 

metropolitan boroughs, the area came under the administration of Salford City 
Council. The increasing desirability of the area as a place to live and the 

                                            
17 Building 12 shown on Map 10. 
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associated escalation in property values created significant pressures for new 
development within the conservation area. In the late 1970s Brook House was 
demolished and replaced by a development of 42 low-rise apartments set 
within its former grounds, which is now known as Roe Green Avenue. It also 
led to other pressures on the conservation area, including proposals for the 
substantial extension, remodelling or demolition and replacement of historic 
properties, and the subdivision of residential gardens for the erection of 
additional dwellings. These pressures continue to the present day. The last 
major development in Roe Green was at the start of the 21st century, with the 
former nursery site lying to the east of the village developed for housing, 
comprising 20 houses and 27 apartments at Manthorpe Avenue. In 2006 
Worsley Woods was designated as a local nature reserve, and more recently 
were dedicated as Queen Elizabeth II Fields in Trust to protect the land in 
celebration of the 2012 Diamond Jubilee. 
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6 Character analysis 
 
Definition of character areas 

 
6.1 The Roe Green / Beesley Green conservation area can be divided into three 

broad character areas. The character areas are shown spatially at Map 11. 
 
Roe Green and the early cottages 
 
6.2 This character area reflects the early form of settlement at Roe Green which 

dates back to the Medieval period, with groups of cottages arranged around 
common land. Around 24 of the dwellings within this character area date from 
the 18th century or earlier, and are typically of a simple single-pile plan in the 
vernacular style with low eaves and casement windows. Painted render and 
slate roofs are the dominant materials within this character area. Whilst the 
early cottages would originally have been faced in brick, all of the cottages 
within this area with the exception of one have subsequently been rendered.  
 

6.3 The form and layout of roads and buildings within this part of the conservation 
area reflects its Medieval form. With the exception of limited infilling of plots, 
the 1764 map of the area demonstrates that the layout and form that existed 
in the mid 18th century has largely remained intact to the present day.  
 

6.4 The Victorian period saw only limited development of terraced housing within 
this part of the conservation area, of which 20 such dwellings remain today. 
All of these houses have subsequently been rendered to their front elevation, 
which reinforces the cottage-style character that defines this area.  
 

6.5 The Independent Methodist Chapel is a prominent building within this 
character area, due to both its scale and appearance which distinguish it from 
other buildings within the conservation area. 
 

6.6 The village green is central to the character of the conservation area as a 
whole. It is largely open in nature, formed of large expanses of mowed grass 
and bounded by trees which form loose avenues18 along the line of roads 
crossing the Green and around its perimeter. There are parts of the Green 
which are less open in character due to established trees and vegetation, 
including the area planted with birch trees at the western extent of the Green, 
the children’s playground at the northern extent, and an area known as 
Sparrow Park at the eastern extent.  
 

6.7 The form of rendered cottages in the vernacular style surrounding the Green 
is intrinsic to the character of this part of the conservation area.    

 

                                            
18 This term is used to reflect that whilst the Green is largely bounded by lines of trees around its 
perimeter, these do not comprise a formal avenue with consistent and regularly spaced trees. 
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Rendered cottages in the vernacular style surrounding the Green 

 
Victorian terraces at Greenleach Lane 
 
6.8 The character of this part of the conservation area is defined by the series of 

terraced properties which were built in the late Victorian period following the 
construction of the railway line. There are 93 such properties within this 
character area which date from this period, which comprises a very significant 
proportion of the total number of buildings within this character area.  
 

6.9 The construction of the railway had a significant impact on the historic 
development of Roe Green, in terms of severing the settlement in two to form 
Beesley Green as distinct from Roe Green, and by ushering in a wave of 
housebuilding which would double the size of the village’s population. The 
former railway line lies in cutting through the area, and following its closure in 
1969 it now functions as a recreation corridor for walking and cycling, with 
mature trees lining its route. 
 

6.10 The series of terraces to the south of Greenleach Lane provide a strong 
setting to the Green with their consistent building line and uniformity of scale. 
The predominant character of this area is of modest brick faced terraces with 
slate roofs, albeit that a number of the properties have been subsequently 
rendered. There are four small cul-de-sacs running south off Greenleach Lane 
which mainly comprise of dwellings built in the mid 20th century.  
 

6.11 Toad Lane allotments lie at the southern extent of this character area. 
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Terraces to the south of Greenleach Lane provide a strong setting to the Green 
with their consistent building line and uniformity of scale 

 
Beesley Green and Worsley Woods 
 
6.12 This character area is defined by its openness with large expanses of open 

land and woodland. 
 

6.13 Beesley Green lies at the heart of the character area, forming an open Green 
surrounded by a cluster of buildings including the Grade II listed Beesley Hall, 
Beesley Green Community Centre, and a number of dwellings. Part of 
Beesley Green is laid out as a bowling green, and there are adjoining tennis 
courts to the south.  
 

6.14 To the south and east of the Green lies an extensive area of open land 
comprising Roe Green Cricket Club and agricultural land. At the centre of the 
agricultural land lies a large pond which may have been a former clay 
extraction pit for brickmaking. The pond is fringed by vegetation, but the land 
is otherwise open in nature with far reaching views from the buildings around 
Beesley Green across this open expanse of land to Worsley Woods which 
defines the southern boundary of the conservation area.  
 

6.15 To the west of Kempnough Brook and its associated woodland, lies the Grade 
II listed Kempnough Hall which is the oldest building within the conservation 
area. This area to the west of Kempnough Brook is characterised by large 
dwellings in substantial plots. This includes the Grade II listed Littlewood and 
Sisley, which dates largely from the 18th century with later 19th century 
additions. There is extensive tree cover across this part of the character area, 
with mature trees making a significant contribution to the appearance of the 
area. 
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6.16 Worsley Woods forms the southern extent of the conservation area. Much of 

Worsley Woods was planted in the mid 19th century as a naturalistic 
landscape for the private leisure pursuits of the 1st Earl of Ellesmere 
associated with his hunting lodge overlooking Old Warke Dam. The woodland 
broadly follows the course of Kempnough Brook, and positively contributes to 
the semi-rural character of the conservation area, with its historic context as a 
designed naturalistic landscape adding to the special interest.  
 

6.17 The semi-rural character of this area, with its expanse of open land fringed by 
woodland, makes a major contribution to the special interest of the 
conservation area as a whole. The open nature of this area is central to 
retaining the form of Roe Green and Beesley Green as a distinct village 
surrounded by open land. It serves to separate the village from Worsley and 
maintains this historic separation which has existed since the origins of a 
settlement at Roe Green in the Medieval period. The cricket ground has a key 
place in the social history of Roe Green, and the open views from the cricket 
ground are an important dimension in defining the semi-rural village character 
of Roe Green and Beesley Green.       

 

 
Beesley Green evokes the charm of a semi-rural village setting with its bowling 
green and cricket ground 

 
Key views and vistas 
 
6.18 There are a series of key views within and around the conservation area (as 

identified on Map 12): 
 

 The village green at Roe Green – views of the Green and across the 
Green are key in defining the character of the conservation area. The low 
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cottages in vernacular style and the modest terraces which surround the 
Green positively frame these views. The Green is mainly open in 
character, with trees forming loose avenues around the perimeter of the 
Green and lining routes which cross it. 

 

 The village green at Beesley Green – views of the Green and across the 
Green are important in defining the character of this part of the 
conservation area. The mature woodland which forms part of Worsley 
Woods frames views across the Green to the south and west. 

 

 Roe Green Cricket Ground – the open views south and eastwards from 
the cricket ground across agricultural land are key in defining the semi-
rural character of this part of the conservation area, and evokes the sense 
of a cricket ground on the edge of a rural village. The mature woodland 
which forms part of Worsley Woods frames these views and marks the 
extent of their reach.   

 

 
Extensive open views south and eastwards from Roe Green Cricket Ground to 
Worsley Woods 

 
Architectural qualities 
 
6.19 Architecturally, the Roe Green / Beesley Green conservation area has a 

number of significant buildings, many of which are statutorily listed or are 
designated as heritage assets via the city council’s local list. 
 

6.20 Kempnough Hall is the oldest building within the conservation area and is a 
sub-manorial timber framed hall dating from the late 16th or early 17th century. 
The building’s form is that of a traditional H-plan, comprising a central hall with 
right-angled wings at either end. 
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6.21 The majority of buildings of note within the conservation area fall within the 
category of Vernacular Domestic and are cottages dating from the 18th 
century. These modest cottages were built to house crofters and labourers. 
The cottages are typically of a single-pile plan and are of a low two-storey 
construction. The cottages are all brick built and whilst all are now slate 
roofed, there is evidence that some of the cottages were originally thatched. 
The cottages are of a simple vernacular style with low ceiling heights and 
small casement windows tucked under the eaves. There is very limited 
architectural embellishment to the cottages, which reflects the status of the 
dwellings at the time of their construction, designed for occupation by the 
labouring classes. The majority of these early cottages are located 
surrounding the village green at Roe Green. 
 

6.22 The form and architectural style of Littlewood and Sisley at Lumber Lane 
reflect the higher social status of the household that altered and extended the 
building in the early 19th century, featuring greater ceiling heights and larger 
windows, and the erection of a coachhouse in the grounds. 
 

6.23 The terraces of housing which were built to the south of Greenleach Lane in 
the late Victorian period make a positive contribution to the conservation area 
by framing the Green to the south and through reflecting the historic 
development of the village over time. Whilst some of the terraces feature 
attractive detailing typical of the period such as brick arches, moulded 
cornices and polychromatic brickwork, the terraces are not individually of 
notable architectural value. Instead, it is their group value which positively 
contributes to the character and appearance of the conservation area. 

 
Listed buildings 
 
6.24 Listed buildings are buildings of national significance and are designated by 

Historic England for their contribution to the historical, cultural, social and 
economic development of the nation. Such buildings are protected by specific 
legislation, and works that would impact on the building’s features of special 
architectural or historic interest require formal consent. Local planning 
authorities are also required via legislation to have regard to the effect of 
proposed works on the setting of any listed building. 
 

6.25 There are three buildings within the conservation area included on the 
National List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest 
maintained by Historic England: 
 

 Kempnough Hall, 246 – 248 Kempnough Hall Road (Grade II)19 – a timber 
framed H-plan hall dating from the late 16th or early 17th century, that was 
subsequently subdivided in the 19th century to form three dwellings. There 
is evidence of a dwelling on this site from the 13th century. In 2014, No.248 
was substantially extended in a contemporary style to form an additional 
dwelling. The site now comprises four dwellings. The properties retain the 
numbering (246 – 248) that they were accorded in the Bridgewater Trust 

                                            
19 Building 2 shown on Map 10. 
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estate roll, hence their distinction from the conventional numbering system 
across the majority of properties on Kempnough Hall Road. 

 

  

Kempnough Hall, following its programme of restoration and extension 

 

 Beesley Hall, 250 – 252 Beesley Green / Greenleach Lane (Grade II)20 – a 
mid 19th century building designed as three dwellings. There is evidence of 
a dwelling on this site from the 16th century. The building now comprises 
two dwellings, as 250 & 251 have been combined to form a single 
dwelling. 250 & 251 have subsequently been extended to the side to form 
additional accommodation and an attached double garage. The two 
dormers on the front roofslope represent 20th century additions. The 
properties retain the numbering (250 – 252) that they were accorded in the 
Bridgewater Trust estate roll. 
 

 
Beesley Hall 

 

 Littlewood and Sisley including adjoining stable block, Lumber Lane 
(Grade II)21 – original dwelling dating from the mid 18th century with later 
additions in the early 19th century to provide additional accommodation 
and a preaching room. The building was subdivided to form two dwellings 

                                            
20 Building 3 shown on Map 10. 
21 Building 1 shown on Map 10. 
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in the mid 19th century. In 2007 the stable block was substantially 
extended to form a separate dwelling, accessed via Greenleach Lane. 

 

 
Littlewood and Sisley 

 
6.26 The full descriptions of these listed buildings together with photographs are 

set out at Annex A. The location of the buildings is shown on Map 10.  
 
Locally listed buildings 
 
6.27 Local listing is a mechanism for a local community to decide what it is in their 

area that makes a contribution to its character and historical legacy and as 
such what should be recognised as a local heritage asset. Whilst local 
heritage assets do not enjoy the protection of statutory listing, which is the 
responsibility of Historic England, they are given some degree of protection 
through the planning system. Salford's adopted local list of heritage assets 
includes buildings, townscapes, landscapes, infrastructure, public art and 
other objects within the built environment. 
 

6.28 There are four buildings within the conservation area identified on Salford’s 
local list of heritage assets: 

 

 2 & 4 Roe Green22 – this pair of 18th century cottages occupies a prominent 
position overlooking Roe Green. The 1764 map shows a pair of cottages in this 
location and it is likely that the cottages were present by this time. The cottages 
comprise a long range with a single-pile plan, with casement windows at first floor 
level directly under the eaves. The cottages are constructed of brick which has 
been smooth rendered at a later date. They have a slate roof however the 
projecting bricks from the central chimney stack indicate that the cottages would 
originally have been thatched.  

 

                                            
22 Building 4 shown on Map 10. 
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2 & 4 Roe Green 

 

 26 & 28 Roe Green23 – this pair of 18th century cottages also occupy a prominent 
position overlooking Roe Green. The cottages comprise a single-pile plan, with 
casement windows at first floor directly under the eaves. A building is shown in 
this location on the 1764 map and it is likely that the cottages were present by 
this time. The cottages are smooth rendered with a slate roof. Both cottages have 
simple gabled canopies above the front door.  

 

 
26 & 28 Roe Green 

 

                                            
23 Building 6 shown on Map 10. 
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 301A & B Old Clough Lane24 – pair of 18th / 19th century dwellings. 301A was the 
farmhouse for the former Daub Hole Farm, and it is likely that 301B was a later 
addition to form a cottage adjoining the farmhouse. A building is shown in the 
position of 301A on the 1764 map, however it is not clear whether the present 
building represents a later replacement. The farmhouse (301A) is clearly shown 
on the 1848 map, with the adjoining cottage (301B) not being shown until the 
1894 map. The farmhouse and collection of buildings at Daub Hole was 
historically accessed via How Clough Lane running north from Roe Green, the 
line of which remains in part as a cobbled track alongside 301B. Upon 
construction of the East Lancashire Road, the lane was widened and realigned to 
the east to form Old Clough Lane. The buildings are identified as Daub Hole 
Farm on mapping until the 1930s, however it is likely that their farming 
association ceased following the construction of the East Lancashire Road which 
severed the farmhouse from its land. The cottages are constructed of brick which 
has been rendered, and have a slate roof. Whilst 301A largely retains the form of 
the original farmhouse, 301B has been substantially altered and extended.   
 

 Roe Green Cricket Club Pavilion, Greenleach Lane25 – this cricket pavilion forms 
part of Roe Green Cricket Club and faces the cricket ground. The cricket ground 
was laid out in this location at the end of the 19th century, and this pavilion dates 
from the 1920s. It is constructed of timber with a slate roof. It comprises a simple 
orthogonal shed with an integral canopy over a veranda at the front. The building 
is of importance as a typical Lancashire county league cricket club building of 
rural character. The building therefore positively contributes to defining the 
character of the wider cricket ground and its environs.  
 

 
Roe Green Cricket Club Pavilion 

 
 

                                            
24 Building 5 shown on Map 10. 
25 Building 7 shown on Map 10. 
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6.29 The full descriptions of these locally listed buildings together with photographs 
are set out at Annex B. The location of the buildings is shown on Map 10. 

 
Buildings that make a positive contribution 
 
6.30 In addition to the listed and locally listed buildings identified above, there are 

many other buildings that make a positive contribution to the character and 
appearance of the conservation area. In determining whether a building or 
group of buildings makes a positive contribution, regard has been had to its 
contribution to both the appearance and the character of the conservation 
area. So for example, a building dating from the 18th century which exists 
largely in its original form will clearly make a positive contribution to both the 
appearance and character of the conservation area. By contrast, a building of 
the same period which has been substantially altered from its original form 
may make a more limited contribution to the appearance of the conservation 
area. Notwithstanding this, it may still make a positive contribution to the 
character of the conservation area through reflecting the historic pattern of 
development within the area and how this has changed over time.  
 

Early cottages 
 
6.31 The conservation area includes a series of cottages dating largely from the 

18th century which reflect the historic form of Roe Green in this period. Whilst 
some of these cottages have been substantially extended and remodelled, 
they still contribute positively to the character of the conservation area in 
reflecting the historic settlement pattern and the vernacular style of labourers’ 
cottages. These cottages reflect the essence of Roe Green’s character up 
until the mid 19th century, as a small rural settlement of modest workers’ 
cottages.  

 

 6 Roe Green26 – a building is shown on this site on the 1764 map, albeit that the 
present cottage may be a later replacement dating from the early 19th century. 
The detached cottage is two-storey with a low eaves height and the first floor 
windows set within projecting gables. The cottage is brick built and smooth 
rendered, with a slate roof and two prominent ridge chimney stacks. The cottage 
has been substantially extended in the late 20th century with new wings and a 
large porch to the front.  

 

 8 Roe Green27 – formerly the farmhouse for Roe Green Farm, a building is shown 
in this location on the 1764 map. It is recorded as Roe Green Farm on mapping 
until the 1960s however its association with agriculture may have ceased before 
this date as the construction of the East Lancashire Road severed the farmhouse 
from its land. It is brick built and smooth rendered with a slate roof. The building 
has been substantially altered and extended so that its external appearance 
retains little of its original character. The building is set back from Roe Green 
behind high hedging and therefore whilst of historic value to the character of the 

                                            
26 Building 14 shown on Map 10. 
27 Building 15 shown on Map 10. 
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area, it presently makes limited contribution to the appearance of the 
conservation area.  

 

 38, 40 & 42 Roe Green28 – this row of cottages is shown on the 1764 map and is 
likely to date from the mid 18th century. The cottages are brick built with a slate 
roof. Nos. 38 and 40 are rendered, and whilst no. 42 is brick fronted it appears 
that the façade has been recently rebuilt using reclaimed brick. The two end 
cottages have been substantially extended with additional wings set back from 
the main frontage. No. 40 has a simple gabled canopy above the door, with no.42 
having sought to replicate this feature as part of its side extension.  

 

 
38, 40 & 42 Roe Green 

 

 78, 80 & 82 Roe Green29 – this row of cottages is shown on the 1764 map and 
may date from the 17th or early 18th century. The cottages form a long range 
which has been substantially extended over time with additional wings to the front 
and sides. The row is brick built and rendered with a slate roof featuring a 
decorative pattern on the southern elevation, however projecting bricks on the 
principal ridge chimney stack indicate that the cottages were originally thatched. 
Whilst much of the detailing and character of the cottages has been lost through 
substantial alteration and extension, the row makes a positive contribution to 
understanding the character of the conservation area through its age and form. 

  

                                            
28 Building 18 shown on Map 10. 
29 Building 22 shown on Map 10. 
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 84, 86 & 88 Roe Green30 – this row of cottages forms a long range single-pile 
plan, with two projecting wings to the front. Historic mapping suggests that no.86 
is the oldest building in the range dating from the 18th century, with no.88 
representing a mid 19th century addition, and no.84 having been formed in 2009 
from a subdivision of no. 86 and an additional extension. Notwithstanding this, 
the cottages present a cohesive appearance as a range and make a positive 
contribution to the appearance of the conservation area. They are brick built and 
smooth rendered with a slate roof. The cottages have a simple vernacular 
appearance with casement windows at first floor directly beneath the eaves. 
Unusually, they are set back from the road with long front gardens. No. 88 has 
been extended to the side to form an additional wing comprising a double garage 
with accommodation above. 

 

 
84, 86 & 88 Roe Green 

 

 90 & 92 Roe Green31 – this pair of cottages has a similar form to nos. 86 & 88 
Roe Green, and the frontage has the appearance of a long range single-pile plan. 
The cottages are brick built and smooth rendered with a slate roof and ridge 
chimney stacks. A building is shown in this location on the 1764 map and it is 
likely that the cottages date from this period. The cottages are of a simple 
vernacular style with casement windows at first floor level directly beneath the 
eaves. Historic mapping suggests that the row may originally have comprised 
three cottages, with two single bay cottages being merged around the 1930s to 
form no. 90 as a single dwelling. No. 90 has subsequently been extended to the 
side with a projecting gabled wing, however no. 92 appears to have retained its 
original appearance as a two bay cottage. As with nos. 84, 86 & 88, the cottages 
maintain a consistent building line set back from the road with long front gardens. 

 

                                            
30 Building 24 shown on Map 10. 
31 Building 25 shown on Map 10. 
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90 & 92 Roe Green 

 

 94 Roe Green32 – this detached two bay cottage is double-pile in plan. It is first 
shown on the 1848 plan and may date from the early 19th century. The cottage is 
brick built with smooth render and a slate roof. The cottage is of a simple 
vernacular style with low eaves height and casement windows just beneath the 
eaves. The porch overhang and projecting two-storey bay to the right of the front 
door is a later addition. 
 

 
94 Roe Green 

 

                                            
32 Building 26 shown on Map 10. 
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 98 & 100 Roe Green33 – this pair of cottages dates from the late 18th or early 19th 
century. The cottages are brick built with a slate roof and ridge chimney stacks. 
The cottages were subsequently roughcast rendered at some point after the late 
19th century on the basis of historic photographic evidence. The cottages have 
been very substantially altered and extended, with the addition of new wings, 
porches and bay windows.  

 

 2, 4 & 6 Lyon Grove34 – this row of cottages is shown on the 1764 map, which is 
corroborated by the plaque on the façade, ‘Coachmans Cottages c1740’. These 
cottages are brick built and rendered with a slate roof and three ridge chimney 
stacks. They are of a simple and unadorned vernacular style with windows at first 
floor set directly beneath the eaves. Each cottage originally comprised of one 
bay, with later extensions to nos. 2 and 6 to create an additional bay to each.  

 

 
2, 4 & 6 Lyon Grove 

 

 1 Roe Green Avenue35 – this detached building originally formed part of the 
Brook House estate and may have been the coachhouse or gardener’s lodge. 
Brook House was built in the late 18th century, however this building may have 
been a later addition. The building appears to have been substantially altered in 
the late 20th century following the demolition of Brook House. It is brick built to a 
single-pile plan, however retains little of its original character due to extensive 
remodelling. 

  

                                            
33 Building 28 shown on Map 10. 
34 Building 21 shown on Map 10. 
35 Building 23 shown on Map 10. 
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 50 Greenleach Lane36 – this dwelling is likely to date from the 18th century, when 
it originally formed two cottages. A building is shown on this site on the 1764 
map, and is shown on the 1894 map as being a pair of attached cottages. The 
form of the building reflects this, suggesting that it originally comprised a three 
bay cottage with an attached two bay cottage, with a step-down in eaves height 
reflecting the division between the two cottages. Historic mapping suggests that 
the cottages were combined to form a single dwelling in the 1960s. The dwelling 
is of a single-pile plan, and is brick built with a slate roof and two ridge chimney 
stacks.  

 

 
50 Greenleach Lane 

 

 175 & 177 Greenleach Lane37 – the 1764 map shows a building in this location, 
enclosed by a small croft and it may be that part of the building dates from the 
16th or 17th century. No. 175 comprises the oldest part of the building, being brick 
built to a single-pile plan with a slate roof formed of large irregularly shaped 
slates and simple ridge chimney stacks. The casement windows are tucked close 
under the eaves at first floor level, and the cottage is constructed in a simple 
vernacular style with no architectural detailing other than a small run of corbelled 
brickwork across part of the façade. The cottage is notable amongst the other 
early cottages within the village for not having been subsequently rendered, and 
therefore gives a valuable insight into how the early cottages of Roe Green would 
have looked in the 18th century. No. 177 appears to have been formed as a 
separate dwelling in the late 19th century with the addition of the gabled wing 
projecting from the single-pile plan, and the building is first shown as being 
subdivided to form two dwellings on the 1894 map. No. 177 features Tudor style 
timber cladding to the first floor of the gabled wing, however this is a much later 
addition.   

                                            
36 Building 30 shown on Map 10. 
37 Building 32 shown on Map 10. 
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175 & 177 Greenleach Lane 

 

 Spinney End, 77 Lumber Lane38 – a detached cottage dating from the 18th 
century, of a single-pile plan with three bays. The cottage is brick built with a slate 
roof, casement windows under the eaves at first floor level, and ridge chimney 
stacks. The cottage appears to have experienced limited change over time, not 
having been subsequently rendered, and retains much of its original form and 
character. 

 

 253, 253A & 254 Beesley Green39 – three attached buildings which date from the 
early and mid 18th century. No. 253A was built in the 1730s as a school room and 
adjoining school house, representing the first school to be built at Roe Green. It 
comprises a two-storey cottage in simple single-pile plan with ridge chimney 
stack. It is brick built and has subsequently been roughcast rendered, with a slate 
roof. The building would originally have comprised two bays around the large 
central chimney stack, with an extension to the south in the late 20th century 
forming an additional bay. The three-storey building which now forms nos. 253 
and 254 was built in 1752 as the district poor house, with the top floor used for 
handloom weaving. The building’s use as a poor house ceased in the late 18th 
century when it was replaced by a new district poor house at Hazelhurst, at which 
stage the building became part of the school. It was not converted to dwellings 
until the end of the 19th century upon the erection of the new school buildings. 
The three-storey building is brick built and rendered with a slate roof. An 
additional two-storey wing was added to No. 254 in the early 21st century. The 
properties retain the numbering (253 – 254) that they were accorded in the 
Bridgewater Trust estate roll. 

 
  

                                            
38 Building 10 shown on Map 10. 
39 Building 13 shown on Map 10. 
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Victorian terraces 
 
6.32 The opening of the Wigan to Manchester railway through Roe Green in 1864 

ushered in a period of extensive housebuilding across the conservation area. 
A succession of modest two-storey brick built terraces were erected around 
the perimeter of the Green. Whilst individually there are many of examples of 
this type of housing across Salford, taken together the terraces have a group 
value that makes a positive contribution to the character and appearance of 
the conservation area. The terraces fronting Greenleach Lane define the 
perimeter of the Green and positively frame its setting. The series of terraces 
erected at this time reflect the changing character of the village in the late 19th 
century. 

 

 10 – 14 Roe Green (even numbers)40 – a terrace of three houses, likely to date 
from the 1870s. All three houses have subsequently been rendered, and have 
later porch additions. The chimney stacks have been removed and with the 
exception of a simple dentil band detailing at the eaves, all former architectural 
detailing has been obscured beneath the render. Only no. 12 retains the original 
window alignment. 

 

 
10 – 14 Roe Green 

 
  

                                            
40 Building 16 shown on Map 10. 
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 16 – 24 Roe Green (even numbers)41 – a terrace of five houses, identified via a 
date stone as ‘Woodland View 1878’. Historic mapping demonstrates that the 
terrace originally comprised six houses, with the additional dwelling occupying 
the site that is now occupied by a garage between nos. 14 and 16. This dwelling 
had been demolished by the 1960s. All five houses have subsequently been 
rendered to the front elevation, but a simple dog tooth brick dentil band with 
moulded detail beneath the eaves remains across each. The brick chimney 
stacks remain largely intact. 

 

 64 – 70 Roe Green (even numbers)42 – a terrace of four houses, dating from 
1871. The terrace was built by the Roe Green Co-operative Society, with what 
now forms no.70 being occupied by the Co-operative Society shop between 1871 
and 1885. The terrace is brick built, but all four houses have subsequently been 
rendered, obscuring any former architectural detailing. A simple dentil band at the 
eaves does however remain, as do the arches above the doors. Only no. 66 
retains its original window alignment, and the gabled canopy above the door at 
no.70 is a modern addition. 

 

 8 – 22 Lyon Grove (even numbers)43 – a terrace of eight houses, likely to date 
from the 1870s. The terrace is brick built, but all eight houses have subsequently 
been rendered, largely obscuring any former architectural detailing. A simple 
dentil band at the eaves does remain, as do some of the arches above the doors 
and stone cills. The majority of the properties retain their original window 
alignment and chimney stacks. 

 

 40 – 46 Greenleach Lane (even numbers)44 – a terrace of four properties, likely to 
date from the 1870s. The end property which now forms no.40 and is occupied 
by the Post Office and General Store appears to have been purpose built as a 
shop with accommodation above. Historic mapping demonstrates that this 
property was built with a two bay form, and from 1909 it is recorded as the Post 
Office. Only no. 46 retains its original brick façade, as nos. 40 – 44 have 
subsequently been rendered. No. 46 is therefore the only property to retain the 
brick arches above the door and first floor window, albeit that nos. 42 and 44 do 
retain the arch formation above the doorway. 

 

 65 – 75 Greenleach Lane (odd numbers)45 – a handed terrace of six houses, 
likely to date from the 1890s. All six houses retain their original brick facing, 
featuring round brick arches above the doorways, segmental brick arches above 
the first floor windows, and stone lintels and cills to the ground floor windows. 
There is a simple course of chromatic brickwork to the first floor cill level and at 
the eaves. 

 

                                            
41 Building 17 shown on Map 10. 
42 Building 19 shown on Map 10. 
43 Building 20 shown on Map 10. 
44 Building 29 shown on Map 10. 
45 Building 42 shown on Map 10. 
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73 Greenleach Lane retains much of its original character 

 

 77 – 83 Greenleach Lane (odd numbers)46 – a terrace of four houses identified 
via stone gatepost as ‘Woodlands Terrace’, likely to date from the 1880s. All four 
houses retain their original brick facing, featuring round brick arches above the 
doorways, segmental brick arches above the first floor windows, and stone lintels 
and cills to the ground floor windows. There is a simple course of chromatic 
brickwork to the first floor cill level and at the eaves. The chimney stacks remain 
intact. 

  

                                            
46 Building 41 shown on Map 10. 
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 85 – 103 Greenleach Lane (odd numbers)47 – a handed terrace of ten houses, 
which are likely to have been built in the late 1890s. The terrace is faced in red 
Accrington brick featuring segmental brick arches above the doorways and 
windows with an unusual corbelled detailing. Alternate pairs feature square bay 
windows to the ground floor. The slate roof is topped by crested ridge tiles. There 
has been limited alteration over time and the houses retain much of their original 
character.     
 

 
95 Greenleach Lane retains much of its original character 

 

 105 – 115 Greenleach Lane (odd numbers)48 – a handed terrace of six houses, 
which are likely to have been built in the late 1890s. The terrace is faced in red 
Accrington brick featuring round brick arches above the doorways, and stone 
lintels and cills to the windows. Nos 113 and 115 feature square bay windows to 
the ground floor. There has been limited alteration over time and the houses 
retain much of their original character.     

 
  

                                            
47 Building 40 shown on Map 10. 
48 Building 39 shown on Map 10. 
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 117 Greenleach Lane49 – a commercial building identified via a date stone as 
‘Ackerley House 1883’. The ground floor formed the new premises for the Roe 
Green Co-operative Society from 1885, with an assembly room above. The 
building has an attractive parapet gable with a small obelisk feature at its apex. 
The upper floor comprises an arched window, framed by a pair of mullioned 
windows, and features simple corbelled brickwork detailing. At ground floor level 
the original features have been replaced by a modern shopfront.   

 

 119 & 121 Greenleach Lane50 – a handed pair of houses dating from 1883, 
constructed at the same time as adjoining Ackerley House, and joined to the 
earlier terrace at nos. 123 – 131. The houses are more decorative in form than 
the surrounding terraces, and have the appearance of a modest pair of villas with 
overhanging eaves supported by decorative brackets and single-storey splayed 
bay windows with deep lintels and cills. There has been limited alteration over 
time and the houses retain much of their original character.     

 

 
121 Greenleach Lane  

 

                                            
49 Building 38 shown on Map 10. 
50 Building 37 shown on Map 10. 
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 123 – 131 Greenleach Lane (odd numbers)51 – a terrace of six properties, likely 
to date from the 1870s. No. 131 comprises a shop with accommodation above, 
and was formerly the home of the cricketing Tyldesley family from 1888 to 1911, 
as recorded by a commemorative plaque. Two of the houses retain their brick 
frontage with attractive architectural detailing, however the remaining four have 
been rendered thereby obscuring some of the detailing. Nos 125 and 127 retain 
their round brick arches to the doorways with a central key stone, flat brick arches 
and stone cills to the windows, and string courses of chromatic brickwork. 

 

 
125 Greenleach Lane retains much of its original character 

 

 133 – 145 Greenleach Lane (odd numbers)52 – a terrace of seven houses, likely 
to date from the 1870s. With the exception of no.133 which has been 
substantially modified and rendered, the remaining properties retain much of their 
original character. This includes brick frontages and architectural detailing 

                                            
51 Building 36 shown on Map 10. 
52 Building 35 shown on Map 10. 
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including round brick archways to the doorways, stone cills and lintels to the 
windows and a simple chromatic brickwork course to the first floor cill level and 
beneath the eaves. 

 

 
141 Greenleach Lane retains much of its original character 

 

 147 – 161 Greenleach Lane (odd numbers)53 – a terrace of eight houses, 
identified via a date stone as ‘Chapel View 1883’. The terrace is attached to nos. 
133 – 145 but the different eaves height and architectural treatment indicate that 
the terraces were built independently. No. 161 appears to have been built as a 
shop given its wider frontage. The majority of the houses have been rendered, 
with the exception of nos. 159 and 161 which retain their original brick frontage 
with decorative architectural detailing. This includes round brick arches to the 
doorways, segmental brick arches and stone cills to the windows, and 
polychromatic detailing to the brick arches and within a string course. The brick 
chimney stacks remain largely intact. Whilst the window alignment has been 

                                            
53 Building 34 shown on Map 10. 
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modified on a number of the properties, all of the houses retain their doorway 
arches and there have been no porch additions. 

 

 163 – 171 Greenleach Lane (odd numbers)54 – a terrace of five houses, identified 
via a date stone as ‘Roe Green Terrace 1878’, but known locally as ‘Salt’s 
Houses’. All five houses have been rendered to the front elevation which has 
obscured any former architectural detailing, but a simple dog tooth dentil band 
beneath the eaves remains across each. The window alignment has been 
modified on a number of the properties and two have had porches added.  

 

 179 – 197 Greenleach Lane (odd numbers)55 – a terrace of ten houses, identified 
via a date stone as ‘Fairyfall Cottages 1878’. Whilst two of the houses have been 
rendered, the majority retain their original brick frontage with decorative 
architectural detailing. This includes round brick arches to the doorways with a 
central key stone, cambered brick arches and stone cills to the windows, and 
string courses of polychromatic and moulded brickwork creating a strong 
horizontal rhythm along the terrace. The brick chimney stacks remain largely 
intact. Whilst a number of the houses have been modified with enlarged windows 
and projecting porch treatments, the original character of the terrace is readily 
discernable. 

 

                                            
54 Building 33 shown on Map 10. 
55 Building 31 shown on Map 10. 
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179 Greenleach Lane retains much of its original character 

 

 2 – 12 Starkie Street (even numbers)56 – a terrace of six houses built by the Roe 
Green Co-operative Society in 1900. The terrace is faced in a red Accrington 
brick and features attractive architectural detailing including round brick arches 
with hood moulding above the doorways and oak leaf detailed label stops, a 
moulded brick dentil band to the eaves, and stone lintels and cills. The chimney 
stacks remain intact, and with the exception of a recent porch addition to no. 6, 
there have been very few changes to the terrace which retains much of its 
original character.    

 

 1, 2 & 3 Forrester Street57 – a terrace of three houses built by the Roe Green Co-
operative Society in 1907. The terrace is faced in a red Accrington brick and 
features segmental brick arches to the doorways and windows, and a moulded 
brick dentil band to the eaves. There have been few changes to the terrace which 
retains much of its original character.    

 

                                            
56 Building 44 shown on Map 10. 
57 Building 43 shown on Map 10. 
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1, 2 & 3 Forrester Street 

 
Other buildings that make a positive contribution 
 
6.33 In addition to these two forms of building which define the character of the 

conservation area, the following buildings also make a positive contribution to 
its character albeit that they fall outside of the basic categorisation set out 
above. 

 

 Roe Green Independent Methodist Chapel58 – the chapel dates from 1884, and 
replaced an earlier chapel of 1855. It is built of red brick with stone detailing, and 
has a slate roof featuring a flèche. The front elevation is formed of a parapet 
gable, with a central entrance bay framed by piers terminating as pinnacles, and 
paired doorways beneath a round arch. The chapel features attractive mullioned 
and leaded windows which positively contribute to its character. To the front of 
the chapel is a preaching stone from which the first open air sermon was 
preached at Roe Green in 1808. 
 

                                            
58 Building 27 shown on Map 10. 
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Roe Green Independent Methodist Chapel 

 

 Beesley Green Community Centre59 – the buildings which now form Beesley 
Green Community Centre were originally built as a school. A school had 
occupied this site since the 1730s, however following the significant expansion in 
the local population associated with the wave of housing development in the late 
Victorian period, new school buildings were built in 1892 (identified via decorative 
brickwork to the side elevation). The school building is of a simple single storey 
form with a steeply raked gable roof and projecting eaves, affording high internal 
ceilings. The hall which forms the northern wing of the building was a later 
addition dating from 1928, and was built as a Sunday School Church Hall. The 
school closed in 1968, and the buildings were taken over by Worsley Urban 
District Council for use as a community centre. The buildings have been 
extensively altered over time, however the late Victorian school building still 
retains much of its original character externally.  

 

                                            
59 Building 12 shown on Map 10. 
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School buildings (dating from 1892) which now form part of Beesley Green 
Community Centre 

 

 73 & 75 Lumber Lane60 – a pair of semi-detached mid 19th century dwellings, the 
houses are built to a handed layout each with a projecting gable to the front. The 
houses are brick built with a slate roof, which unusually for the Roe Green area 
has deep projecting eaves. 
 

 Kempnough Lodge, 249 Kempnough Hall Road61 – a detached lodge house 
constructed in 1850 by the Bridgewater Trust as an estate keeper’s lodge. The 
lodge is of brick construction with a slate roof and features some Tudor style 
timber detailing to its gable. Decorative brickwork to the side elevation identifies 
its date of construction. The lodge has been extensively remodelled in the 20th 
century which has substantially eroded its original character, however the large 
and ornate brick chimney stacks remain which emphasise its architectural form in 
the lodge style. The property retains the number (249) that it was accorded in the 
Bridgewater Trust estate roll, hence its distinction from the conventional 
numbering system across the majority of properties on Kempnough Hall Road.  
 

                                            
60 Building 9 shown on Map 10. 
61 Building 11 shown on Map 10. 
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Kempnough Lodge 

 

 67, 69 & 71 Lumber Lane, and 1 – 9 Hardy Grove62 – six pairs of semi-detached 
Edwardian villas, built around 1910. The villas are faced with red Accrington brick 
featuring decorative mouldings, and feature single-storey bay windows, stone 
cills and lintels. The four pairs of villas at 2 – 9 Hardy Grove have crested ridge 
tiles. A number of the properties retain their original decorative glazed tiling to the 
recessed entrance vestibule, and some properties also retain their original 
windows with Art Nouveau glazed motifs. The houses are closely associated with 
the Tyldesley family of Roe Green. The cricketer JT Tyldesley invested some of 
his earnings in the development of these twelve houses, which were built by his 
brother Frank Tyldesley who had a builder’s yard on Starkie Street within the 
village. Upon their completion, the Tyldesley’s parents moved to 71 Lumber 
Lane. The house was named ‘Aigburth’ to commemorate their son Ernest 
Tyldesley’s County Cricket debut in 1909 at Aigburth Cricket Club in Liverpool. 
The house retains the name Aigburth to the present day, and a commemorative 
plaque records this as the home of the Tyldesley family. 

 

                                            
62 Buildings 8 shown on Map 10. 
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3 & 5 Hardy Grove 

 
6.34 The location of all buildings identified as making a positive contribution to the 

character or appearance of the conservation area is shown on Map 10. 
 
Commemorative plaques 
 
6.35 Within the conservation area there are several commemorative plaques 

marking the historical significance of the area. The full descriptions of the 
plaques together with photographs are set out at Annex C and their locations 
are identified on Map 10. 
 

 Littlewood, Lumber Lane – recording the former home of Richard Clarke 
and the preaching room within the building which was used as a meeting 
place for the Independent Methodists between 1824 and 1855. 

 

 Aigburth, 71 Lumber Lane – recording the former home of the Tyldesley 
family, and the naming of the house which commemorates Ernest 
Tyldesley’s County Cricket debut in 1909. 
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 Cottages adjacent to Beesley Green Community Centre – recording that 
this was built as the district poor house, which operated here between 
1752 and 1769.  

 

 131 Greenleach Lane – recording the former home of the Tyldesley family 
between 1880 and 1911, who made a major contribution to cricket at both 
Lancashire and England level. 

 

 Roe Green Independent Methodist Chapel – recording that the 
distinguished England cricketers JT Tyldesley, Ernest Tyldesley, and 
Michael Vaughan were baptised in this chapel. 

 

 1914 – 1919 Roll of Honour War Memorial – housed within the 
Independent Methodist Chapel, in commemoration of the fallen and those 
who fought in the Great War. 

 
6.36 In addition, there is a wrought iron circular bench located in Sparrow Park at 

the southern extent of Roe Green, commemorating Bert Tyldesley for his 
contributions as a local historian and poet.  
 

Building materials 
 
Red brick 
 
6.37 Almost all of the buildings within the conservation area are constructed of red 

brick, ranging from the coarser brick of the 18th century cottages, through to 
the smooth Accrington brick used in the late 19th and early 20th century. A 
number of the late 19th century terraces feature attractive polychromatic 
brickwork decoration.  
 

6.38 Historic photographs demonstrate that almost all of the buildings within the 
conservation area would originally have been faced with brick, however over 
the course of the 20th century, a high proportion of the buildings were 
subsequently rendered. 

 

  
The early cottages were faced with brick, with render representing a later addition 
(Left: 28 Roe Green, and Right: 98 & 100 Roe Green) 
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Attractive polychromatic brickwork and detailing on the Victorian terraces 

 
Render 
 
6.39 Whilst not an original feature of the conservation area, the use of render has 

become an increasingly defining characteristic of many buildings within Roe 
Green. Almost all of the early cottages dating from the 18th century or before 
have been rendered. It is likely that this was done to weatherproof failing 
brickwork and mortar, or for aesthetic reasons to hide rough brickwork and 
better integrate repairs and later extensions. A significant proportion of the 
Victorian terraces have also been rendered to the front elevation. In some 
cases all properties within the terrace have been rendered, and in other 
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instances only isolated properties have been rendered. In many cases, the 
use of render on the Victorian terraces is unfortunate as it has obscured the 
decorative architectural detailing such as brick arches and polychromatic 
brickwork.  
 

6.40 The use of render varies from smooth to roughcast render, which is almost 
uniformly painted white or off-white across the conservation area. Due to the 
extent of its use, painted render is now an important feature in defining the 
character of the conservation area, suggestive as it is of cottages of a semi-
rural character.       

 

  

  
Almost all of the early cottages have been rendered, albeit that they would 
originally have been faced in brick 
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A significant number of the Victorian terraces have also been rendered, such that 
the use of painted render is now a defining characteristic of the conservation area. 
It is however unfortunate that this has obscured the original decorative brickwork 
and detailing on the facades of the terraces. 

 
Stone 
 
6.41 There is limited use of stone within the conservation area, other than for 

decorative detailing on those buildings dating from the Victorian and 
Edwardian period where it is used for lintels and cills, and for boundary 
treatments including gateposts and wall coping. 
 

Roof materials 
 
6.42 Almost all of the buildings within the conservation area have a grey slate roof. 

Whilst there is evidence that some of the early cottages were thatched, there 
is now no thatch within the area. Slate would have replaced thatch from the 
18th century onwards as the canal network facilitated its transport to the area. 
The use of slate is now uniform across the area, with new and replacement 
roofing within the conservation area having been in slate. This contributes to 
the character of the area, where modern concrete roof tiles would represent 
an inappropriate incursion. 
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The use of thatch would have been common on the earliest cottages, as shown at 
Daub Hole cottages which were demolished in the 1930s (Left) and the cottages at 
Toad Lane which were demolished in the 1950s (Right) 

 
Windows 
 
6.43 The early cottages have wooden casement windows which are typically small 

in size. Whilst all of the windows in these cottages will be later replacements, 
many retain the simple vernacular character with plain wooden casements 
featuring a single cross bar. The Victorian and Edwardian properties were 
constructed with wooden sash windows. Whilst almost all of the original 
windows have been replaced, some have retained the appearance of wooden 
sash windows. It is however unfortunate that across the terraces many of the 
properties have had their window openings altered and enlarged. This has 
undermined the rhythm and uniformity across the terrace, and has also 
resulted in the loss of architectural detailing such as segmental brick arches 
above the windows and stone cills below. 

 

  
Plain wooden casement windows of the early cottages 
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Sash windows on the Victorian terraces 

 

  
Alteration to window alignment has undermined the rhythm and uniformity of the 
terrace 

 
Boundary treatments 
 
6.44 Boundary treatments play an important role in defining the character of the 

conservation area. Many of the early cottages are bounded by hedges of 
hawthorn and privet presenting a green and semi-rural character. Some of the 
cottages have low brick walls or picket fencing however these are likely to 
represent later additions. Boundary treatments are generally low in height 
allowing views in to the cottage garden at the front, and are simple and 
unostentatious in form and style. This boundary treatment reinforces the 
vernacular semi-rural character of cottages arranged around the Green, and 
reflects that the cottages were built to house a small labouring class 
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community and therefore imposing boundary treatments would have been 
unnecessary. 
 

6.45 The Victorian terraces would originally have been bounded by low brick walls, 
typically with stone coping and gateposts. The majority of the terraces are set 
back behind small front gardens, rather than being built at pavement. A 
significant proportion of the properties retain their original boundary treatment. 
There is evidence of some of the stone coping having originally been topped 
with iron railings, however these were removed as part of the war effort during 
the 1940s. Boundary treatments are again typically of a low height allowing 
open views in to the small front gardens, and are modest in form.   
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Boundary treatments are characteristically open and informal, with extensive use 
of hedging and low boundary treatments affording views of the front garden 
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Streetscape materials 
 
6.46 The pavements and footpaths within the conservation area comprise a mix of 

paving and tarmac. The street furniture is of a standard design and is 
generally in reasonable condition. Whilst the footpath materials and street 
furniture do not serve to enhance the appearance of the conservation area, 
they are generally well maintained and do not detract from its character and 
appearance. The Roe Green loopline which runs through the area along the 
line of the former railway has seen recent investment which has enhanced the 
attractiveness of this route for walking and cycling. 

 
Green spaces 
 
6.47 The conservation area’s green spaces are intrinsic to its character and a 

major component of its special interest. The historic village greens at Roe 
Green and Beesley Green, with the origins of their form dating back to the 
Medieval period, are what makes this conservation area unique within this 
part of Greater Manchester. Similarly, the expanse of open land fringed by 
woodland, which characterises the southern half of the conservation area, is 
integral in retaining the character of Roe Green and Beesley Green as a 
distinct village within the wider conurbation. Worsley Woods which forms the 
southern extent of the conservation area makes a significant contribution to its 
character and appearance, and links to a wider network of woodland which 
provides a valuable local resource.  
 

6.48 There are a wide range of green spaces across the area which make a 
positive contribution to the character and appearance of the conservation 
area. These include spaces that are public spaces, and those that are 
privately owned and which may have no public access. The predominant tree 
species within the conservation area are sycamore, ash, common lime, oak, 
horse chestnut and silver birch. Many of the trees within the conservation area 
are protected via tree preservation orders, including individual trees and those 
that are protected as part of a group designation. Worsley Woods is also 
protected via its designation as a local nature reserve and its subsequent 
dedication as Queen Elizabeth II Fields in Trust. 

 
Roe Green 
6.49 The Green is largely open in nature, formed of large expanses of mowed 

grass which provide space for a range of activities including informal sport 
and recreation. The Green is crossed by a number of roads and paths. It is 
bounded by trees which form loose avenues along the line of roads crossing 
the Green and around its perimeter. There are parts of the Green which are 
less open in character due to established trees and vegetation. At the western 
extent of the Green, the triangle of land to the west of Old Clough Lane has 
been planted with a series of silver birch trees. At the northern extent of the 
Green is an equipped children’s play area which is surrounded by mature 
trees. The eastern extent of the Green is known locally as Sparrow Park and 
comprises an area planted with mature trees and rhododendron forming a 
space that is relatively enclosed in character with a memorial bench located at 
its centre.   
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Open character of Roe Green, lined by trees and framed by houses 

 
Beesley Green 
6.50 The Green is considerably smaller than at Roe Green, and is generally more 

enclosed in its character. The eastern half of the Green comprises areas of 
open mowed grass with picnic benches which form an entrance to Worsley 
Woods and the footpaths around Kempnough Brook. The western half is more 
wooded and includes the hard surfaced car parking area serving Beesley 
Green Community Centre. The bowling green occupies a prominent position 
at the centre of the Green, surrounded by a white picket fence and a number 
of small ancillary structures. There are tennis courts located to the south of 
the bowling green, and both facilities are privately managed by Roe Green 
Cricket Club.  

 

  
Beesley Green 

 
Worsley Woods 
6.51 Worsley Woods comprises woodland that was largely planted in the mid 19th 

century to facilitate the 1st Earl of Ellesmere’s leisure pursuits, associated with 
the hunting lodge that he had built overlooking Old Warke Dam. Part of the 
Woods lie within the conservation area, following the line of Kempnough 
Brook which runs through the area in a broadly north to south direction, where 
it then flows in to Worsley Brook. The woodland provides a highly attractive 
recreation route in a naturalistic setting. The woodland also serves to act as a 
buffer to reduce the impact of traffic noise from the M60 on Roe Green and 
Beesley Green. There is a sculpture trail along the course of the paths 
through the woodland. 
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Worsley Woods provides a naturalistic retreat along the course of Kempnough 
Brook with footpaths providing a series of attractive recreation routes that connect 
to the wider area 

 
Roe Green loopline 
6.52 This recreation route lies in cutting through the conservation area, along the 

line of the former Manchester to Wigan railway. It forms National Cycle Route 
55 and connects to Ellenbrook to the west, Walkden to the north, and Monton 
to the south. There has been recent investment in the route including 
resurfacing, new seating, and improvements to access points to the route. It 
can be accessed from four points within the conservation area, at Greenleach 
Lane (two access points located close to the junction with Old Clough Lane), 
at Starkie Street, and to the south of Toad Lane allotments. 
 

 

  
The loopline has been subject to recent improvements 

 
Roe Green Cricket Ground 
6.53 The cricket ground comprises a pitch surrounded by seating areas, a club 

house and a pavilion. It is accessed via Greenleach Lane and has its own 
dedicated parking area. The cricket ground is privately managed by Roe 
Green Cricket Club. From the cricket ground, there are extensive open views 
across the agricultural land to the south and east towards Worsley Woods. 
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Roe Green Cricket Club affords extensive open views towards Worsley Woods 

 
Open land to south and east of Beesley Green 
6.54 There is a large expanse of agricultural land to the south and east of the 

cricket ground, which extends to Worsley Woods. There is a large pond at its 
centre which may have been a former clay extraction pit for brickmaking. This 
land is in private ownership and whilst there is no public access, its open 
aspect makes a significant contribution to the character of the conservation 
area as a whole. It affords physical separation from the suburban 
development of Worsley and thereby reinforces the sense of Roe Green and 
Beesley Green as a distinct village within the wider conurbation. In affording 
extensive open views from the cricket ground towards Worsley Woods it also 
evokes the aspect of a semi-rural village which is a key component of the 
special interest of the conservation area. 
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Open land to south and east of Beesley Green affording open views to Worsley 
Woods 

 
Toad Lane allotments 
6.55 The allotments comprise ten plots which are managed by the city council and 

are accessed from a track off Greenleach Lane. The allotments are a 
relatively enclosed space in character, being bounded by mature trees to the 
south and west, and by the rear gardens of dwellings. 
 

Green spaces immediately outside of the conservation area 
 

Land east of Crossfield Drive 
6.56 To the south and west of the conservation area lies an extensive area of 

agricultural land. It is bounded by the rear gardens of dwellings on Crossfield 
Drive to the west, and by Worsley Woods to the east and north. The land is 
divided into two fields by a band of trees along the line of a tributary of 
Kempnough Brook. The northern field is smaller and more enclosed in 
character.. The southern field is considerably more extensive, extending south 
to the M60. Both fields are in private ownership with no public access. 

 
Land north of Lumber Lane 
6.57 Just outside of the conservation area boundary, a triangle of open land lies to 

the north of Lumber Lane bounded by the Roe Green and Tyldesley looplines 
and the A580 East Lancashire Road. The land is in private ownership but 
there is a public right of way across it. The land is relatively enclosed in 
character with the mature trees which line the looplines screening the land 
from the conservation area. 
 

6.58 The location of the identified green spaces is shown on Map 12. 
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Negative factors 
 
6.59 There are a number of factors which have a negative impact on the 

conservation area. 
 

Traffic noise 
6.60 The M60 which adjoins the conservation area results in a significant noise 

impact across parts of the area. The noise impact is greatest at the southern 
and eastern extent of the conservation area, where the M60 crosses 
Greenleach Lane and within that part of Worsley Woods adjoining the 
motorway. The M60 is raised on an embankment for much of this stretch and 
whilst the woodland does serve to partially mitigate the impact, this effect is 
reduced when the broadleaved trees are not in leaf. Traffic noise from the 
M60 is discernible across much of the conservation area. There is also traffic 
noise at the northern extent of the conservation area associated with the A580 
East Lancashire Road. The impact of this is however less significant given the 
lower vehicle speeds.  

 

 
The heavily trafficked M60 which adjoins the conservation area results in 
significant noise impact at the southern and eastern extent of the conservation 
area, and traffic noise is discernible across much of the area  

 
Air quality 
6.61 Associated with the impact of its proximity to the M60 and A580 East 

Lancashire Road, all of the conservation area lies within a designated Air 
Quality Management Area.  
 

Car parking across Roe Green 
6.62 The Green at Roe Green is crossed by a number of vehicular routes. On 

weekdays there are typically vehicles parked along these routes. Wooden 
bollards have been installed along the periphery of these routes to prevent 
vehicles damaging the grass around the edges of the Green. This appears to 
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operate successfully, however there is still a negative visual impact 
associated with this number of vehicles parked across the Green, which 
detracts from its open character.  
 

 

  
Car parking across the Green at Roe Green 

 
Rat-running through the area 
6.63 Greenleach Lane and Old Clough Lane are used at peak times as a cut-

through for vehicles passing through the area. The highest levels of rat-
running occur when there is congestion on the M60 or on the A580 East 
Lancashire Road, which encourages drivers to use Greenleach Lane as a 
shortcut to alternative routes. Associated with this, speeding is also common 
along Greenleach Lane. 
 

6.64 The location of the identified negative factors is shown on Map 13. 
 
Neutral factors 
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6.65 There are a number of neutral areas within the conservation area which 
neither positively contribute nor notably detract from its character and 
appearance. 
 

6.66 The development of low-rise apartment blocks at Roe Green Avenue was built 
on the site of the former Brook House. The demolition of Brook House in the 
1970s was unfortunate. Constructed in the late 18th century, the imposing 
brick built residence set within its own grounds was at one stage the most 
eminent residence of Roe Green, given that Kempnough Hall had been 
tenanted and subdivided. Whilst the mature trees and pond remain within the 
site and evoke the grounds of the former residence, the two-storey apartment 
blocks constructed in the late 1970s are not of a design that is in-keeping with 
the character of the conservation area. Notwithstanding this, the buildings are 
largely screened from the wider conservation area by a mature beech hedge 
which fronts Roe Green. The impact of the development on the conservation 
area is therefore neutral.  

 
6.67 Development from the mid 20th century onwards is generally neutral in its 

impact on the conservation area. This includes the housing built in the 1950s 
at Summerfield Road and Parrfield Road, together with development on a 
number of smaller infill plots across the conservation area. Some of the more 
recent development has been designed to reflect the character of the 
conservation area, with 46a Greenleach Lane, 63 Greenleach Lane, and 62 
Roe Green being examples where the design of new development references 
the established character through the style and architectural detailing of the 
new dwellings.   
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Examples of modern development within the conservation area which reference its 
character and appearance 

 
6.68 The location of the identified neutral factors is shown on Map 13. 
 
General condition 
 
6.69 As a desirable residential area with high property values relative to the 

surrounding area, the buildings across the conservation area are generally 
maintained to a high standard. There are no derelict buildings within the 
conservation area, and no buildings are in a condition that is detrimental to 
the appearance of the area. The condition of the listed and locally listed 
buildings within the area is generally good, and none are identified on the 
Buildings at Risk Register. 
 

6.70 The village is provided with a small range of local facilities at Greenleach 
Lane including a general store and post office, and a butcher’s shop. Beesley 
Green Community Centre provides a valued local facility, and the area is well 



 

78 
 

served with sporting and recreational facilities with Roe Green Cricket Club, 
together with a bowling green, tennis courts and allotments. With the Greens 
at both Roe Green and Beesley Green, together with the looplines, and the 
routes along Kempnough Brook through Worsley Woods, the conservation 
area has a wide range of recreation opportunities within its immediate vicinity.   
 

6.71 The Greens at both Roe Green and Beesley Green are maintained to a good 
standard. Wooden bollards have been installed along vehicular routes across 
the Greens to prevent vehicle parking eroding the edges of the grassed areas. 
The public realm and footway materials used across the conservation area 
are of a standard specification and are generally maintained to a satisfactory 
standard. There has been recent investment in resurfacing the Roe Green 
loopline and improving access points to it, which has significantly improved its 
recreation value. There are similar improvements planned for the Tyldesley 
loopline.  

 
Problems, pressures and capacity for change 
 
Development pressure on open land in private ownership 
6.72 The open land to the south and east of Roe Green Cricket Ground is in 

private ownership. In 2012 the landowner published plans which identified 
their aspiration to develop housing in this location. As set out above, the open 
aspect of this land makes a significant contribution to the character of the 
conservation area as a whole. 
 

6.73 The landowner has also published their development aspirations for the 
agricultural land to the east of Crossfield Drive and the triangle of land to the 
north of Lumber Lane, which lie immediately outside of the conservation area 
boundary. 

  
Demolition and remodelling of existing properties 
6.74 The high property values across the Roe Green area place considerable 

development pressures on existing properties within the conservation area. 
This development pressure has existed from the 1960s onwards, as 
demonstrated through the demolition and rebuilding of dwellings, the 
subdivision of plots to create additional dwellings, and the substantial 
extension and remodelling of properties. As identified within this appraisal, 
there are a significant number of buildings within the conservation area which 
make a positive contribution to its character and appearance. The demolition 
or substantial remodelling of these buildings is therefore likely to have a 
detrimental impact on the conservation area. Works to those buildings which 
are identified as having a neutral impact on the character of the conservation 
area can also result in a detrimental impact, where those works do not serve 
to preserve or enhance the character of the conservation area.  
 

Other alterations to existing properties 
6.75 It can be that even relatively minor alterations to the exterior of a building can 

have a negative impact on the character and appearance of the conservation 
area. For example, as discussed earlier within this appraisal, a number of the 
Victorian terraces across the area have been subject to alterations to the size 



 

79 
 

and alignment of windows. In many cases this has resulted in a negative 
impact on the appearance of the terrace as a whole by undermining its 
uniformity and rhythm. It may also have resulted in the removal of 
architectural detailing such as decorative brickwork, lintels and cills. It will 
therefore be important that alterations to those buildings identified as making 
a positive contribution to the character or appearance of the conservation 
area63 are sympathetic to the original character of the building.  

 
Rendering of properties 
6.76 As discussed earlier in this appraisal, whilst the use of painted render was not 

an original feature of the conservation area, render has become an 
increasingly defining characteristic of many buildings within Roe Green. The 
external rendering of properties does however obscure the original brickwork. 
In the context of the early cottages, the majority of these have already been 
rendered and this therefore heightens the importance of retaining the original 
brickwork facing on those cottages which have not been rendered. In the 
context of the Victorian terraces, the use of render will typically obscure the 
attractive architectural detailing and brickwork. In general terms therefore, 
proposals to render those properties which are identified as making a positive 
contribution to the character or appearance of the conservation area will be 
resisted. Proposals to render buildings which make a neutral contribution to 
the conservation area will be considered on a case by case basis, and it may 
be that the use of render on new build properties is appropriate given that it 
does now represent an important feature in defining the character of the area. 

 
Boundary treatments 
6.77 As identified within this appraisal, boundary treatments play an important role 

in defining the character of the conservation area. Boundary treatments are 
typically of a simple and unostentatious form, comprising hedges, open 
fencing, or low walling. These relatively informal treatments reflect the historic 
character of Roe Green as a working class rural village. The remodelling of 
the existing properties can create pressures for more prominent boundary 
treatments, such as high boundary walls, closed fencing and secure gates. 
Such boundary treatments conflict with the established character of the 
conservation area and will generally be resisted.  
 

Pressures created by increases in road traffic 
6.78 Continuing increases in road traffic using the M60 motorway and the A580 

East Lancashire Road will exacerbate existing issues facing the conservation 
area in terms of air quality and noise pollution. Highway infrastructure 
schemes designed to manage traffic movement would also have the potential 
to impact on the area.    

 
 
 
 
 

                                            
63 Including those that are listed, locally listed, or identified as making a positive contribution within 
this conservation area appraisal. 



 

80 
 

7 Approach to preparing this appraisal 
 
7.1 This appraisal has been prepared in accordance with Historic England 

guidance on carrying out conservation area appraisals64.  Survey work was 
carried out in September 2015 with additional survey work undertaken in April 
2016 in response to a number of specific points raised through public 
consultation. 

 
7.2 A draft conservation area appraisal was subject to a six week public 

consultation in February to March 2016.  During this period, the city council 
notified stakeholders and consultees of the consultation, distributed leaflets to 
all properties within the conservation area and held a community drop in event 
at Beesley Green Community Centre.  Over 380 written representations were 
submitted in response to this consultation. 

 
7.3 Following the initial consultation further revisions were proposed to the 

conservation area boundary in particular, and a second public consultation 
was held.  A total of 67 representations were received from this second public 
consultation.  These were all considered and some further changes were 
made resulting in this final conservation area appraisal and the amended 
conservation area boundary.  It is considered that the amended boundary for 
the conservation area now accurately reflects the area of special architectural 
or historic interest the character or appearance of which it is desirable to 
preserve or enhance. 

 
 
 

                                            
64 “Conservation area designation, appraisal and management – Historic England Advice Note1” 
Historic England (February 2016 and updated February 2019) 
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8 Amendments to the conservation area boundary 
 
8.1 An integral part of the appraisal process is to review the boundary of the 

conservation area to establish whether there is a case to expand the 
boundary to include adjoining land, or whether there are parts of the area 
which are no longer considered to positively contribute to the character or 
appearance of the conservation area and could therefore be removed from 
the protective designation. 
 

8.2 Historic England guidance identifies that the special interest of areas 
designated many years ago may now be so eroded by piecemeal change or 
by single examples of poorly designed development that parts of the area 
may no longer have special interest, and that in such cases boundary 
revisions will be appropriate to exclude them. The guidance also recognises 
that in some cases it will be appropriate to extend the boundary of the 
conservation area, to include adjoining areas that are considered to be of 
special interest65. 
 

8.3 The draft conservation area appraisal proposed a number of changes to the 
conservation area boundary.  A number of representations were received in 
response to the initial consultation and as a result further amendments to the 
conservation area boundary were considered appropriate to reflect the area of 
architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of which it is 
desirable to preserve or enhance.  
 

8.4 All of the changes made to the original conservation area boundary, and 
which now reflect the amended conservation area boundary, are summarised 
below:  

 
Additional land included within the conservation area: 
 

 67, 69 & 71 Lumber Lane, and 1 – 9 Hardy Grove – .six pairs of semi-
detached Edwardian villas, built around 1910.  The villas are faced with red 
Accrington brick featuring decorative mouldings, and feature single storey bay 
windows, stone cills and lintels.  The four pairs of villas at Hardy Grove have 
crested ridge tiles.  A number of the properties retain their original decorative 
glazed tiling to the recessed entrance vestibule and some properties also 
retain their original windows with Art Nouveau glazed motifs.  The houses are 
closely associated with the Tyldesley family of Roe Green.  The cricketer JT 
Tyldesley invested some of his earnings in the development of these houses, 
which were built by his brother Frank Tyldesley who had a builder’s yard on 
Starkie Street within the village.  Upon their completion, the Tyldesley’s 
parents moved to 71 Lumber Lane.  The house was named “Aigburth” to 
commemorate their son Ernest Tyldesley’s County Cricket debut in 1909 at 
Aigburth Cricket Club in Liverpool.  The house retains the name Aigburth to 
the present day, and a commemorative plaque records this as the home of 
the Tyldesley family.  Their architectural value and close association with the 

                                            
65 “Conservation area designation, appraisal and management – Historic England Advice Note 1”, 
Historic England (February 2019), paragraph 106. 
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Tyldesley family contributes positively to the special interest of the 
conservation area.  

 
8 – 22 Lyon Grove (even numbers) –this terrace of eight houses is likely to 
date from the 1870s.  It was built around the same time as the series of 
terraces built around Roe Green, as part of the significant expansion of the 
village in the Victorian period following the coming of the railway.  The terrace 
is brick built, but all eight houses have subsequently been rendered, largely 
obscuring any former architectural detailing.  A simple dentil band at the 
eaves does remain, as do some of the arches above the doors and stone cills.  
The majority of the properties retain their original window alignment and 
chimney stacks.  As with the other terraces within the area, the terrace is 
considered to contribute to the special interest of the conservation area by 
demonstrating its expansion during the Victorian period following the coming 
of the railway. 
 

Land removed from the conservation area: 
 

 6, 8, 10 & 12 Wardley Hall Lane – these comprise two pairs of semi-detached 
houses built in the 1960s. Given that they are located at the edge of the 
conservation area and make a neutral contribution to its special interest, they 
have been removed from the boundary.  

 

 3, 5 & 7 Mulgrave Road – these three detached houses were built in the 
1980s, after the conservation area designation. The land had previously been 
occupied by a single dwelling and its curtilage, but this building had been 
demolished at the point of the conservation area designation in 1970.  Given 
that these three detached houses are located at the edge of the conservation 
area and make a neutral contribution to its special interest, they have been 
removed from the boundary.  

 

 2 & 4 Mulgrave Road – these properties were built in the 1980s, after the 
conservation area designation.  The land appears to have been occupied by 
garages from the 1950s up until the construction of the present dwellings.  
Given that this pair of houses is located at the edge of the conservation area 
and  make a neutral contribution to the special interest of the conservation 
area they have been removed from the boundary.  

 

 1 to 74 Manthorpe Avenue – this housing estate comprises 20 houses 
together with 27 apartments across two three-storey blocks and was built in 
2002.  Part of the site had been occupied by early cottages known as “Barn 
Houses”, however these were demolished in the 1970s.  The remaining part 
of the site had historically been open agricultural land, with a plant nursery 
occupying the site from the 1960s.  The design of the estate,  in the manner of 
a classical Georgian style, does not respect the character of the remainder of 
the conservation area and therefore it was considered to make a neutral 
contribution to the area’s special interest.  

 

 66 Greenleach Lane – this detached house was built in the 1920s. Its 
immediate neighbours to the south were demolished in the late 1960s during 
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the construction of the M60, and the estate at Manthorpe Avenue which 
adjoins the property to the north was subsequently developed in 2002.  Given 
that the building was considered to make a neutral contribution to the special 
interest of the conservation area it has been removed from the boundary.  

 

 Woodland area surrounding Manthorpe Avenue – this small area of woodland 
comprises mature broadleaved trees which are protected by group 
preservation orders.  It comprises a steep sided bank along the course of a 
tributary of Kempnough Brook, and a triangle of woodland to the north east of 
Manthorpe Avenue which was planted following construction of the M60.The 
land is located at the edge of the conservation area and was considered to 
make a limited contribution to its special interest.  

 

 Land east of Crossfield Drive – this small area of agricultural land is relatively 
enclosed in character, being bounded to the west by the rear gardnes of 
properties on Crossfield Drive, to the north and east by Worsley Woods, and 
to the south by a line of mature trees following a tributary of Kempnough 
Brook. The relatively enclosed nature of the land meant that it makes a limited 
contribution to the character or appearance of the conservation area. The 
woodland along the course of Kempnough Brook means that in visual terms 
there is a clear separation between this land and the open land to the south 
and east of Roe Green Cricket Ground.  There is also no key historical 
association between this land and the rest of the conservation area, and the 
rationale for its inclusion within the designated conservation area boundary in 
1970 was unclear.   
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9 Adoption and Next Steps 
 
9.1 This final version of the conservation area appraisal, including the 

amendments to the conservation area boundary, was reported to, and 
approved by, the Lead Member for Planning on the 18 June 2019. 

 
Next Steps 
 
9.2 The recommendations in this appraisal will provide the basis for developing 

and publishing management proposals for the area. 
 
Review and updating 
 
9.3 Conservation area appraisals need to be reviewed and updated on a regular 

basis.  Ideally this review process should take place every five years.  The 
character and appearance of most conservation areas, the special interest 
that warrants designation, generally does not change that rapidly although the 
related management proposals may need to be updated.  Rather than 
requiring wholesale rewriting, the five-yearly review might result in an 
addendum to an existing appraisal, recording what has changed, redefining 
(or confirming) the special interest that warrants designation and setting out 
any new recommendations.  If the review only noted a few minor changes 
then a report would be produced outlining these changes which would be 
published on the city council’s website.   
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11 Glossary 
 

Accrington brick: a type of hard engineering brick with a smooth appearance and a 
deep colouring. It is more expensive to manufacture than standard rough textured 
brick and therefore in domestic architecture it is typically only used for the 
construction of principal elevations or for decorative detailing. 
 
Apex: the top or highest part of something, particularly one which forms a point. In 
the context of a building it typically refers to the point at the top of a gable elevation 
where two roof planes meet.  
 
Art Nouveau: an international movement of art, design, architecture and the 
decorative arts, which in Britain dated between around 1880 – 1910.  
 
Bay (as in a two bay dwelling): in this context a bay refers to the horizontal form of 
a building’s principal elevation in relation to window openings. So for example a 
simple two-storey terrace with a door and window at ground floor, and a window at 
first floor, would be described as having one bay. Similarly a house comprising a 
central entrance passage with a room either side would be described as having two 
bays.   
 
Beeching cuts: the extensive programme of railway line and station closures across 
Britain that were implemented following the publication of two reports by Dr Richard 
Beeching, who was the Chairman of British Railways through the 1960s. 
 
Buildings at Risk Register: Historic England maintains a register of listed buildings 
and structures which are considered to be at risk. Buildings or structures are 
assessed for inclusion on the register on the basis of condition and occupancy 
or use. 
 
Cambered arch: an arch above a window or door which is typically formed of brick, 
with the top line of the arch (the extrados) being horizontal and the bottom line (the 
intrados) being curved. 
 
Casement window: a window that is attached to its frame by one or more side 
hinges. 
 
Cill: a shelf or slab of stone, wood, or metal at the foot of a window opening or 
doorway. 
 
Conservation area: an area that has been designated by a local authority as being 
of special architectural or historic interest. Legislative requirements place a duty on 
local authorities through the exercise of their planning functions to pay special 
attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance 
of a designated conservation area. There are also additional limitations on the type 
of development that can be carried out within a conservation area without the need 
for planning permission. 
 
Coping: a finishing or protective course or cap to an exterior masonry wall, which is 
typically formed of natural or reconstituted stone. 
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Corbel (and corbelled): where a series of brick or stone courses are laid on top of 
each other with each successive course projecting out marginally beyond the lower 
course to form a stepped projection. Whilst originally designed to serve a structural 
purpose, corbelling can also be used for decorative purposes. 
 
Cornice: a horizontal decorative form that crowns a building. The cornice will 
typically project from a building to throw rainwater free of the building’s walls. 
 
Crested ridge tile: a ridge tile is an angled tile that is specifically formed to cap the 
ridge at the top of two roof planes. ‘Crested’ refers to a decorative moulding that 
forms part of the tile, and which forms a decorative ridge along the top line of the 
roof. 
 
Croft (and crofter): an archaic expression for the form of a dwelling with an 
associated small area of enclosed land used for crop-growing to serve the 
subsistence needs of the household. A croft would therefore be considerably smaller 
than a farm or smallholding, and is distinguished by virtue of its scale and that its 
produce is for subsistence purposes rather than for commercial sale. A crofter is a 
person who resides on a croft. 
 
Cross bar: a horizontal glazing bar used to divide a window. It can either divide 
separate panes of glass, or can lie across a single pane of glass to add strength and 
rigidity to the glazing. 
 
Cutting (in the context of a railway line): where the ground has been excavated 
such that the railway line lies below the level of the surrounding ground, it is said to 
lie in cutting.  
 
Dentil band: a horizontal course of repeated blocks for decorative purposes. In the 
context of the architecture of Roe Green, the dentil bands are formed of a course of 
brick or moulded brick laid in such a way as to create a repeated horizontal pattern in 
relief.  
 
Dog tooth dentil band: as dentil band above, but where bricks are laid at right 
angles to each other to form a repeated zig-zag form in relief. 
 
Double-pile: a form of dwelling that is two rooms deep from front to back. 
 
Eaves: the projecting overhang at the lower edge of a roof. 
 
Edwardian: the period in the history of the United Kingdom covering the reign of 
King Edward VII (1901 to 1910), and which is sometimes extended to the outbreak of 
the First World War in 1914. 
 
Flat arch: an arch above a window or door which is typically formed of brick, with 
both the top line of the arch (the extrados) and the bottom line (the intrados) being 
horizontal. 
 



 

89 
 

Flèche: used in ecclesiastical architecture, a flèche is a lead-covered timber spire, or 
spirelet, that is typically smaller than a traditional spire. They are positioned on the 
ridge of a church or cathedral roof and will typically incorporate a bell housing. 
 
Gabled canopy: a canopy providing a weather shield over an external door, which 
comprises two roof planes forming a simple gable.  
 
H-plan hall: a form of high status dwelling dating originally from the Medieval period, 
comprising a central hall flanked by two projecting wings at right angles to the central 
hall thereby giving the appearance of a H-shape when viewed in plan form. 
 
Handed: refers to the form of two or more adjoining dwellings where the party wall 
between the dwellings acts as the axis for a mirrored form and layout. For example 
the form of a traditional pair of semi detached dwellings is handed, where the layout 
of one house is the mirror of its adjoining house with the party wall serving as the 
mirrored axis. Handing may also refer to a terrace, where the internal layout and the 
associated expression of doors and windows on the external elevations switches left 
to right, and right to left, on alternate dwellings in the terrace. 
 
Heritage asset: a building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as 
having a degree of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, 
because of its heritage interest. The term includes nationally designated heritage 
assets, and assets identified by the local planning authority via its local list of 
heritage assets. 
 
Historic England: the public body with responsibilities across England's historic 
environment.  Historic England champions historic places and as part of its remit 
publishes guidance relating to the management of the historic environment, 
including conservation areas and listed buildings. 
 
Hood mould: a feature typically made of stone or moulded brick which forms a 
shallow ridge projecting above a doorway or window, designed to deflect rainwater. 
 
Key stone: the wedge-shaped piece at the apex of an arch, which locks the arch in 
position and enables the form to fulfil its structural function to bear weight. 
 
Label stop: a decorative form designed to terminate either end of a hood mould 
(see above). 
 
Lintel: a structural horizontal block that spans the space or opening between two 
vertical supports (such as those forming a door, or a window). It can serve a load-
bearing function or simply be a decorative architectural element.  
 
Listed building: a building that has been placed on the Statutory List of Buildings of 
Special Architectural or Historic Interest, which is maintained by Historic England. 
Such buildings are protected by specific legislation and works that would impact on 
the building’s features of special architectural or historic interest require formal 
consent. Local planning authorities are also required via legislation to have regard to 
the effect of proposed works on the setting of any listed building.  
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Locally listed building (and local list of heritage assets): local listing is a 
mechanism for a local community to decide what it is in their area that makes a 
contribution to its character and historical legacy and as such what should be 
recognised as a local heritage asset. Whilst local heritage assets do not enjoy the 
protection of statutory listing, which is the responsibility of Historic England, they are 
given some degree of protection through the planning system. Salford's adopted 
local list of heritage assets includes buildings, townscapes, landscapes, 
infrastructure, public art and other objects within the built environment. 
 
Long range: a term which is typically used to describe the form of one or more 
cottages. Early cottages of a single-pile plan (see below) typically present a long 
principal elevation as they are only one room in depth and therefore all internal 
rooms are arranged side by side. Where this creates an elongated form, this can be 
referred to as a long range, where it is typically topped by a gable roof that presents 
a long ridge along the length of the principal elevation. 
 
Manorial waste: dating from the Medieval period, this refers to manorial land under 
English land law which was neither let to tenants nor did it form part of manorial 
demesne lands. 
 
Medieval: the period in European history (also known as the Middle Ages) which 
lasted from the 5th to the 15th century. It began with the collapse of the Western 
Roman Empire, and in England 1485 typically marks the end of the Medieval and the 
start of the Early Modern period. 
 
Mullioned window: a window that is formed from vertical elements typically made of 
stone, with the glazing sitting within this framing. 
 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF): a document published in March 
2012 which sets out the Government's planning policies for England and how these 
are expected to be applied by planning authorities. 
 
Obelisk: a tapering stone pillar that typically has a square or rectangular cross 
section. 
 
Orthogonal: of a right-angled form, such as a square or rectangle. 
 
Parapet gable: where the gable end of a building extends above the line of the roof 
to form a raised parapet. 
 
Paired doorway: a Gothic architectural form typically used in ecclesiastical 
architecture where two adjoining doorways are paired together beneath an arch 
formation.  
 
Pediment: an element in Classical and Neo-classical architecture comprising a 
triangular shaped gable form, which can form the crown of a building or be a smaller 
architectural element above a doorway or window. 
 
Picket fence: a simple wooden fence made of spaced uprights connected by two or 
more horizontal rails. 
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Pier: an upright support for a structure, such as a brick pier which can serve to 
provide structural support to an elevation and prevent movement. 
 
Pinnacle: an architectural ornament that has the appearance of a dwarf spire that 
can form the crown of a buttress, pier or turret. 
 
Polychromatic brickwork: a style of architectural brickwork which emerged in the 
mid 19th century and used bricks of different colors (typically brown, cream and red) 
in patterned combination to highlight architectural features. 
 
Rake: the pitch or steepness of a roof plane. 
 
Ridge chimney stack: a chimney stack sited upon the ridge line of a roof. 
 
Round arch: an arch where the curve forms a complete semi-circle.  
 
Sash window: a window formed of two frames fixed one above the other, that open 
by being moved up and down. To facilitate operation, the weight of the glazed panel 
is usually balanced by a counter-weight concealed within the window frame. 
 
Segmental arch: an arch in which the curve forms a segment of a semi-circle (i.e. 
less than a complete semi-circle).   
 
Single-pile plan: an early form of dwelling that is one room deep from front to back. 
 
Splayed bay window: a window that projects from a building’s elevation, where the 
sides are splayed forming a trapezoid when viewed in plan form. 
 
Square bay window: a window that projects from a building’s elevation, where the 
sides are set at right angles. 
 
String course: a thin course of brickwork or stone that runs horizontally around a 
building as architectural detailing, that is distinguished from the rest of the façade by 
its relief, colour or form. 
 
Stucco: a fine plaster used for coating wall surfaces or moulding into architectural 
decorations. The use of stucco or smooth render to simulate finely dressed 
stonework became popular in parts of Britain in the early 19th century. 
 
Sub-manorial: denoting the sub-division of manorial land into sub-manors, which 
occurred under the feudal system in the Medieval period.  
 
Tudor style: a pastiche of the Tudor architectural style (which itself dates from the 
period 1485 – 1603 in English history). 
 
Vernacular: a category of architecture based on local needs, construction materials 
and reflecting local traditions. Originally, vernacular architecture did not use formally-
schooled architects, but relied on the design skills and tradition of local builders. 
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Annex A – Listed buildings 

 
There are three buildings within the conservation area included on the List of 
Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest: 
 

 Kempnough Hall, 246 – 248 Kempnough Hall Road (Grade II) 

 Beesley Hall, 250 – 252 Beesley Green / Greenleach Lane (Grade II) 

 Littlewood and Sisley including adjoining stable block, Lumber Lane (Grade II) 
 
The full descriptions of these listed buildings together with photographs are set out 
below. 
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Kempnough Hall, 246 – 248 Kempnough Hall Road 
 
Name: KEMPNOUGH HALL 
List entry number: 1162933 
Grade: II 
Date first listed: 29-Jul-1966 
Date of most recent amendment: 02-Sep-1987 
National Grid Reference: SD 74640 01529 
 
Details: 
 
WORSLEY KEMPNOUGH HALL ROAD SD 70 SW (north side) 1/36 Nos. 246, 
247 and 248 (Kempnough Hall) (formerly listed as 29/7/66 Nos. 246 and 248) - II 
 
House, now 3 houses. C17 perhaps including earlier work but with alterations 
and rebuilding of C19. Timber-framed with a rendered wing to left and a slate 
roof. H-shaped plan with a total of 5 bays and 2 storeys. Between the projecting 
crosswings the central range has a 4-panel door and C19 porch and casement 
windows of various dates. The principal posts have diagonal bracing and the 
framing panels are roughly square. The left crosswing is completely rendered 
whereas the right crosswing projects considerably and appears to contain the 
earliest fabric. The first floor jetty has been hidden by a brick supporting wall on 
the ground floor. The gable is also jettied but concealed by painted boarding. A 
3-light ovolo-moulded timber mullion window lights the first floor and projects 
slightly above a coved sill panel which is carved with rosettes. A brick chimney 
stack projects on the left return whereas a massive stone stack with brick shaft 
projects on the right return. C20 porch adjoing the stone stack. C19 wing to rear 
of central range. Interior: ovolo-moulded floor beams and other original features 
including roof construction. A previous building was the seat of the Starkies by 
1594. 
 
Listing NGR: SD7464001529 
 
Note: Description requires updating to include subsequent extensions and 
alterations. 
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Beesley Hall, 250 – 252 Beesley Green / Greenleach Lane 
 
Name: BEESLEY HALL 
List entry number: 1162850 
Grade: II 
Date first listed: 09-Jul-1979 
Date of most recent amendment: 02-Sep-1987 
National Grid Reference: SD 74754 01538 
 
Details: 
 
WORSLEY BEESLEY GREEN SD 70 SW (off Greenleach Lane) 1/28 Nos. 250, 
251 and 252 (Beesley Hall) (formerly listed under Greenleach 9/7/79 Lane) - II 
 
3 Houses. Said originally to date from C17 or earlier but appearing wholly to be 
of the mid C19. English garden wall bond brick with picturesque timber-framing 
in parts and graduated stone slate and slate roof. Symmetrical elevations of 6 
bays and 1 storey (plus attic). 3 boarded doors with cambered brick arches and 
brick hoodmoulds obscured by later porches in Nos. 251 and 252 and with small 
addition to right in the former. Total of four 2-light casements with single glazing 
bars, cambered brick heads and brick hoodmoulds. Bays 2 and 5 are gabled 
projections and are of 2 storeys in timber-framing. They have 3-light windows 
one of which is a later bow. Zig-zag brick band below eaves. 3-light dormer 
windows. 4 ridge chimney stacks. The rear has a central gable and 2 gabled 
dormer windows all with raised lozenge panels in brick. Similar windows and 
doors as front. 
 
Listing NGR: SD7475401538 
 
Note: Description requires updating to include subsequent extensions and 
alterations. 
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Littlewood and Sisley including adjoining stable block, Lumber Lane 
 
Name: LITTLEWOOD AND SISLEY INCLUDING ADJOINING STABLE BLOCK 
List entry number: 1356708 
Grade: II 
Date first listed: 29-Jul-1966 
Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry. 
National Grid Reference: SD 74593 01632 
 
Details: 
 
WORSLEY LUMBER LANE SD 70 SW (south side) 1/41 Littlewood and Sisley 
including adjoining stable 29/7/66 block - II 
 
House, now 2 houses. c.1740 with later additions largely of the early C19. 
English garden wall bond brick with slate roof. 3-bay 2-storey house which was 
extended firstly to left and then as a parallel range to rear. The original house 
(to the south) has 3 windows on each floor with replacement casements and 
cambered brick arches on the ground floor. 4-panel door between bays 2 and 3. 
A gabled wing was added to the left and a taller 2-storey range to rear. The 
additions have various mullion and transom casements and 16-pane sash 
windows and now form a separate house. Brick chimney stacks. Arched 
entrance to stable block. The interior retains many original features including 
doors, a dogleg staircase and built in furniture. The house was at one time the 
residence of John Clarke, mill-owner, to whom the Bishop of Chester granted 
faculty for use as a preaching house. The first floor contained a chapel. 
 
Listing NGR: SD7459301632 
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Annex B – Locally listed buildings 

 
There are four buildings within the conservation area identified on Salford’s local list 
of heritage assets: 
 

 2 & 4 Roe Green 

 26 & 28 Roe Green 

 301A & B Old Clough Lane 

 Roe Green Cricket Club Pavilion, Greenleach Lane 
 
The full descriptions of these locally listed buildings are set out below. 
 
2 & 4 Roe Green 
o Reference: HE_LLWO15 
o Description: Two cottages (c.1800). Long range two storey cottage, single pile 

plan. Rendered brick with Welsh slate roof. Small casement windows set at first 
floor directly under the eaves. There is a central chimney stack with projecting 
bricks, showing that the cottage was once thatched. 

o Significance: Typical example of vernacular cottage building in the area 
contributing positively to the enclosure of the common land of Roe Green. See 
252 & 254 and 192 &194 Worsley Road. The surrounding area has changed 
although the buildings still sit within a largely intact setting. 

o Number of buildings: 2 
o Criteria: Age (3), Aesthetic value (4), Group value (6).  

 
26 & 28 Roe Green 
o Reference: HE_LLWO16 
o Description: Pair of cottages (C18th and C19th). Single cell plan. The windows 

comprise simple small casements with those at first floor tucked tight under the 
eaves. 

o Significance: Typical example of vernacular cottage building in the area 
contributing positively to the enclosure of the common land of Roe Green. See 2 
& 4 Roe Green, 252 & 254 Worsley Road and 192 & 194 Worsley Road). The 
surrounding area has changed although the buildings still sit within a largely 
intact setting. 

o Number of buildings: 2 
o Criteria: Aesthetic value (4), Group value (6). 
 
301A & B Old Clough Lane 
o Reference: HE_LLWO13 
o Description: Cottages (early/mid C19th). Pair of single cell cottages, heavily 

refurbished and extended. Rendered brick with Welsh slate roof. Landscape 
windows with simple casement fenestrations inset. Shallow pitched roof and 
central ridge chimney. 

o Significance: Very late vernacular cottages typical of the area prior to suburban 
expansion of the city. 

o Number of buildings: 2 
o Criteria: Aesthetic value (4), Group value (6). 
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Roe Green Cricket Club Pavilion, Greenleach Lane 
o Reference: HE_LLWO26 
o Description: Cricket pavilion. C1920. Timber with Welsh slate roof over. Simple 

orthogonal shed with integral canopy and veranda to front and clock in gablet to 
roof.  

o Significance: A typical Lancashire county league cricket club building of rural 
character, quite uncommon in an urban district, but forming an important 
component of quintessential English life in a parish such as Worsley. 

o Number of buildings: 1 
o Criteria: Aesthetic value (4), Group value (6).  
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Annex C – Commemorative plaques 

 
Within the conservation area there are six commemorative plaques marking the 
historical significance of the area. The full descriptions of the plaques together with 
photographs are set out below. 
 
Richard Clarke, Littlewood, Lumber Lane, Roe Green 
o Reference: HE_PQ043 
o Type: Commemorative plaque proposed by Worsley Civic Trust in 1996 (circular 

blue plaque with red rim and white lettering) 
o Description: Home of Richard Clarke, the upstairs room being a preaching room 

for the Independent Methodists between 1824 & 1855 when the first chapel was 
built 
 

 
 
 
The Tyldesley Family Home - "Aigburth", Aigburth, 71 Lumber Lane, Roe 
Green 
o Reference: HE_PQ044 
o Type: Commemorative plaque proposed by Worsley Civic Trust in 1996 (circular 

blue plaque with red rim and white lettering) 
o Description: The Tyldesley family home, named to commemorate Ernest's county 

cricket debut for Lancashire (against Warwickshire) at Aigburth, Liverpool on 7th 
June 1909 
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The Second District Poor House, Cottage adjacent to Beesley Green 
Community Centre, Worsley 
o Reference: HE_PQ059 
o Type: Commemorative plaque proposed by Worsley Civic Trust in 1996 (circular 

blue plaque with red rim and white lettering) 
o Description: THE SECOND DISTRICT POOR HOUSE. Purpose-built with the 3rd 

floor designed and used for hand loom weaving, it later became a Sunday and 
Day school 

o  

 
 
John Tommy and Ernest Tyldesley, 131 Greenleach Lane, Roe Green 
o Reference: HE_PQ042 
o Type: Commemorative plaque proposed by Worsley Civic Trust in 1996 (circular 

blue plaque with red rim and white lettering) 
o Description: Here, from 1880 to 1911, lived the Tyldesley family. John Tommy 

and Ernest played cricket for Lancashire & England. Ernest was born here on 5th 
February 1889. 
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JT Tyldesley, Ernest Tyldesley, Michael Vaughan, Roe Green Independent 
Methodist Church 
o Reference: HE_PQ045 
o Type: Commemorative plaque proposed by Worsley Civic Trust in 1996 (circular 

blue plaque with red rim and white lettering) 
o Description: Worsley History Trail. Roe Green Independent Methodist Church. 

The distinguished England Cricketers JT Tyldesley (1874) Ernest Tyldesley 
(1889) and Michael Vaughan (1976) were all baptised in this chapel. Worsley 
Civic Trust 1996 
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1914 - 1919 Roll of Honour 
o Reference: HE_WM178 
o Address: Roe Green Independent Methodist Church, Roe Green, Worsley, 

Manchester, M28 2RN 
o Type: Roll of Honour 
o Description: Wooden roll of honour, inscribed "This roll of honour is erected to the 

memory of the fallen and in grateful commemoration of those also who fought in 
the Great European War 1914 – 1919 all of whom were connected with this 
church and school and whose names are hereunder inscribed”. 
 

 
 




